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Dear Curious Travelers,

At a moment when the Arctic and North Atlantic have
reemerged at the center of geopolitical discussion—from
emerging sea routes and climate concerns to renewed strategic
competition—we invite you to an extraordinary voyage through
Atlantic Canada and southern Greenland in May 2027 aboard
the intrepid SH Vega. Experience these polar regions firsthand
alongside distinguished guest lecturer Admiral William Fallon,
one of America's most respected military leaders. Admiral Fallon
brings decades of expertise in global security, maritime strategy,
and international diplomacy, offering invaluable insight into the
growing political and strategic importance of the polar world.

From the maritime heritage of Halifax and the colorful historic
neighborhoods of St. John's to Greenland's dramatic fjords

and iceberg-strewn coasts, this voyage reveals landscapes of
astonishing beauty and profound cultural significance. Explore
Inuit heritage in Nanortalik, visit the UNESCO-listed Norse

ruins of Brattahlid, once home to Erik the Red, and discover the
remarkable legacy of Qaqortoq and nearby Hvalsey Church.
Along rugged Cape Farewell, keep watch for whales, seals, and
seabirds amid some of the North Atlantic's most stirring scenery.

Purpose-built for expedition cruising yet refined in every

detail, the SH Vega accommodates just 152 guests and offers
beautifully appointed accommodations, outstanding cuisine,
attentive service, and enriching lectures throughout the voyage.

We hope you will join us for this unforgettable educational
adventure in the stimulating company of like-minded travelers.

Sincerely,

Andrew Haught
Director of Travel
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DISTINGUISHED GUEST LECTURER

ADMIRAL WILLIAM J. FALLON
United States Navy (Retired)

Admiral William J. Fallon
retired from the U.S. Navy
after a distinguished 40
year career of military and
strategic leadership. He has
led U.S. and Allied forces in
eight separate commands
and played a leadership role
in military and diplomatic
matters at the highest levels
of the U.S. government.

As head of U.S. Central
Command, Admiral Fallon
directed all U.S. military operations in the Middle East, Central
Asia and Horn of Africa, focusing on combat efforts in Iraq and
Afghanistan. He led the U.S. Pacific Command for two years,
directing political-military activities in the Asia-Pacific region.
His achievements include a resumption of military engagement
with China, new outreach to India, a new agreement on a
strategic framework with Japan, and humanitarian assistance
to the victims of the 2004 Tsunami in SE Asia. He also served as
Presidential Envoy to Japan, handling bi-lateral relations after
the collision of a U.S. submarine and a Japanese fishing vessel.

On September 11, 2001, Admiral Fallon was serving in the
Pentagon as Vice Chief of the Navy. He personally directed the
recovery of the Navy staff in the wake of the attack and led in
the planning of the retaliatory attacks on Al Qaeda and Taliban
forces in Afghanistan. He later commanded the U.S. Atlantic
Fleet and U.S. Fleet Forces Command, with responsibility for
the readiness of U.S. Naval forces worldwide.

Admiral Fallon began his Navy career as a combat aviator flying
from an aircraft carrier during the Vietham War and participated
in many vital U.S. military operations during the Cold War. He
led a Carrier Air Wing in combat during the Gulf War of 1991,
and commanded a Navy Battle Group and the U.S. 6th Fleet
Battle Force during NATO military operations in Bosnia.

Admiral Fallon was a Robert E. Wilhelm Fellow at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Center for International
Studies. He serves on the Global Affairs Advisory Board of
Occidental College and the Advisory Board of the Institute

for the Study of Diplomacy at Georgetown University. He is a
graduate of Villanova University, the U.S. Naval War College, the
National War College, and has an MA in International Studies
from Old Dominion University.

Admiral Fallon is a Senior Fellow at the Center for Naval
Analyses and has been a member of an Experts Panel to the
Congressional Commission on the Strategic Posture of the

U.S. and served as Co-Chair of the Center for Strategic and
International Studies Commission on Smart Global Health
Policy and Co-Chair of the National Association of Corporate
Directors 2009 Blue Ribbon Commission on Risk Management.
He is a member of the U.S. Secretary of Defense Science Board
and the Board of the American Security Project.

FOR INFORMATION AND RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CALL WORLD AFFAIRS COUNCIL OF PHILADELPHIA AT 800-942-5004 OR EMAIL travel@wacphila.org




THE 152-GUEST EXPEDITION
CRUISE SHIP VEGA

Oceanview Stateroom

Balcony Suite

Swan Restaurant Swimming Pool Observation Lounge

Built in Finland and launched in July 2022, Swan Hellenic's Vega is a new-
generation expedition cruise ship. Although at 10,250 tons the ship is large
enough to accommodate more than 250 passengers, Vega will accommodate
amaximum of152 guests in 76 spacious staterooms and balcony suites. The low
guest density results in one of the most generous indoor and outdoor space-
to-guest ratios among cruise ships.

Featuring the latest advances in technology and engineering, Vega is among
the world's first environmentally responsible ships. Equipped with hybrid
engines and a unique water filtration system, V/ega leaves a minimal footprint.
For cruising in Polar regions, the ship meets the stringent requirements of the
new Polar Code with its high PC5 Category A ice-strengthened hull and other
advanced features. A computer-controlled Dynamic Positioning System allows
the ship to maintain position without anchoring. Operated by a complement of
120 experienced European officers and international crew members, Vega will

carry afleet of Zodiacs, versatile landing boats, and kayaks. Powerful stabilizers
provide a smooth ride.

Vega's interior spaces exude sophisticated elegance, with most rooms opening
to panoramic views of the sea. All staterooms and suites face outside and are
equipped with private facilities, climate control, TV, Wi-Fi and USB connections,
and other amenities. Ofthe ship's 76 staterooms, 60 have balconies. Public areas
include a spacious observation lounge equipped with state-of-the-art facilities
for lectures and presentations; a club lounge; a restaurant that accommodates
all guests at one seating; an outdoor café/bar that surrounds the heated
swimming pool; a wellness area with gym, spa, and sauna with an adjoining
outdoor jacuzzi; library; beauty salon; and an infirmary that is attended by a full-
time doctor and nurse. The ship also features expansive open-deck areas. Two
elevators connect all decks. Attentive service is provided on a 24-hour basis.
The outstanding cuisine is complemented by fine wines at lunch and dinner.

FOR INFORMATION AND RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CALL WORLD AFFAIRS COUNCIL OF PHILADELPHIA AT 800-942-5004 OR EMAIL travel@wacphila.org
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Wednesday, May 19, 2027

DEPARTTHE US/ARRIVE HALIFAX, Nova Scotia, Canada
Outbound flights to Halifax Stanfield International Airport. The
picturesque capital of Nova Scotia has a European-influenced
charm accented by modern vitality that provides an excellent start
to your journey. Upon arrival, transfer to the Sutton Place Hotel (or
similar) for one night. Meet your fellow travelers, Admiral Fallon and
the trip director over a welcome dinner. (D)

Thursday, May 20

HALIFAX/EMBARK

Take in Halifax's highlights on a guided tour. Begin in the urban
oasis of the Public Gardens. Continue to Province House, Canada'’s
longest-serving legislative building, and the Maritime Museum of
the Atlantic. Round out the morning with a visit to the star-shaped
Citadel to admire its commanding view over the lively waterfront
and Halifax Harbor. In the early afternoon, transfer to the pier and
embark Vega. Enjoy lunch onboard and settle into your staterooms
as the ship sails northeast. (B, L, D)

Qassiarsuk, Greenland

Friday, May 21

AT SEA

During this day at sea, attend lectures and briefings from Guest
Lecturer Admiral Fallon and Vega's expert expedition staff; relax and
enjoy cruising the open sea; and treat yourself to some of the ship's
many amenities. (B, L, D)

Saturday, May 22

ST. JOHN’S, Newfoundland & Labrador, Canada

Vega arrives in St. John's, capital of the Newfoundland & Labrador
province and one of the oldest European settlements in North
America. Enjoy a tour of the downtown area for a taste of the port's
maritime culture and heritage. Take in historic landmarks like Water
Street, lined with warehouses once connected to the fishing industry
and now converted to charming shops and galleries, as well as the
colorful Victorian houses of Jellybean Row. Later, transfer via coach
to historic Signal Hill for panoramic harbor views. Return to the ship
and sail in the early evening. (B, L, D)

Sunday, May 23 & Monday, May 24

DAYS AT SEA

Crossing the Labrador Sea and the Davis Strait, enjoy Vega's
comforts, take in talks and discussions with your guest lecturer and
the ship’s expedition staff, and relax as you cruise the Labrador Sea
onward to Greenland's shores. (B, L, D)

Tuesday, May 25

NANORTALIK, Greenland

Greenland's southernmost town offers both natural and cultural
wonders. Otherworldly blue-tinted icebergs and peaks in majestic
Tasermiut Fjord comprise incredible views, while the nearby
Qinngua Valley presents an intriguing anomaly as the only natural
forest in Greenland. Nanortalik's excellent open-air museum also
provides insight into the cultural history and lives of the native Inuit
peoples, as well as Old Norse and later Danish colonists. (B, L, D)

Wednesday, May 26

QASSIARSUK/NARSAQ, Greenland

The stark landscape of Tunulliarfik Fjord surrounds the small
settlement of Qassiarsuk. The primary draw against this dramatic

Black Legged Kittiwakes, Greenland

FOR INFORMATION AND RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CALL WORLD AFFAIRS COUNCIL OF PHILADELPHIA AT 800-942-5004 OR EMAIL travel@wacphila.org




backdrop is the thousand-year-old UNESCO World Heritage site
of Brattahlid, originally the homestead of Viking explorer Erik the
Red. Despite the fjord's harsh appearance, it remains a surprisingly
fertile region and an important center of Greenlandic sheep farming.
Explore Brattahlid's ruins, then continue to the lovely, colorful town
of Narsaq to enjoy local activities and expansive wild vistas. (B, L, D)

Thursday, May 27

IGALIKU/HVALSEY/IGALIKU

Part of the extensive, UNESCO-listed Viking area of Kujataa, Igaliku
is home to an ancient bishopric and the archaeological remains of
the cathedral of Gardar. Visit the site and nearby modern church,
which shed light on the Norse history of the area. Explore also the
ruins of Hvalse Church, site of the last documented Norse event - a
wedding in 1408 AD - before their mysterious disappearance from
Greenland. With its local Inuit community of sheep farmers, today's
Igaliku is one of the few places in Greenland to revolve around an
agricultural economy, and there may be an opportunity to sample
local products or enjoy the hiking opportunities that surround the
town. (B, L, D)

Friday, May 28

QAQORTOQ

Vibrantly painted buildings rise from the sea in tiers, silhouetted
against craggy slopes in Qaqgortoq, considered the cultural nexus
of South Greenland. Evidence of human habitation here stretches
back over 4,000 years to the Paleo-Eskimo Saqqaq people. The
Dorset people arrived around 800 B.C,, long before the 10th century
AD arrival of the Norse. This quintessential Greenlandic town and
its spectacular surrounding landscape provide a fitting close to
exploration of the region. (B, L, D)

Saturday, May 29 & Sunday, May 30

DAYS AT SEA

During these final two days at sea, relax with Vega's amenities and
edify yourself with talks and discussions with your guest lecturer
and the ship's expedition staff as you cruise the open sea toward
Iceland. Be sure to keep your eyes open for wildlife! On the evening
of May 30, bid your group safe travels over a farewell dinner. (B, L, D)

Monday, May 31

REYKJAVIK, Iceland/DISEMBARK/FLIGHTS HOMEWARD
Arrive this morning in Reykjavik, Iceland’'s compact capital city.
Disembark Vega after breakfast onboard and transfer to the Keflavik
International Airport for flights homeward. Alternatively, continue
your journey with an optional 2-day extension in Reykjavik. (B)

Please Note: The scheduled calls in Greenland may need
to be changed due to prevailing ice conditions at the
time of the journey. While the intent is to visit the places
in Greenland described in the itinerary, in the spirit of
exploration, the itinerary may be adjusted if necessary.

REYKJAVIK POST-EXTENSION

MAY 31 - JUNE 2, 2027

Reykjavik, Iceland

Monday, May 31

REYKJAVIK/THINGVELLIR NATIONAL PARK/
GEYSIR GEOTHERMAL AREA/REYKJAVIK
Disembark and explore the natural wonders surrounding
Reykjavik. Thingvellir National Park, part of Iceland’s
stunning Golden Circle, contains the geologically significant
Reykjanes Ridge where the North American and Eurasian
continental plates are actively being pulled apart by tectonic
forces. This UNESCO World Heritage site is also legislatively
important: the Icelandic Parliament or Alpingi was founded
here in 930 AD and is recognized today as one of the oldest
national parliaments in the world. Continue to 100-foot high
Gullfoss Waterfall and the Geysir Geothermal Area, where
the Strokkur Geyser erupts impressively every 10-15 minutes.
Following a group lunch at a local restaurant, return to
Reykjavik and check in to the Iceland Parliament Hotel (or
similar) for a two-night stay. (B, L)

Tuesdoy,IJune 1

REYKJAVIK

Depart the hotel on a walking tour of Reykjavik's historic
sites. The marvelous collection at the National Museum
of Iceland, which encompasses everything from ancient
artifacts to modern art, is a special highlight. Gather for a
farewell dinner tonight. (B, D)

Wednesgloy, June 2

REYKJAVIK/FLIGHTS HOMEWARD

After breakfast at the hotel, transfer to the Keflavik
International Airport for flights homeward. (B)

Rate: $1,990 per person, double occupancy.
Single room supplement $ 640.

FOR INFORMATION AND RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CALL WORLD AFFAIRS COUNCIL OF PHILADELPHIA AT 800-942-5004 OR EMAIL travel@wacphila.org
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All accommodations aboard Vega are spacious staterooms and balcony suites. They are elegantly decorated, face outside,
affording sea views, and include a queen-size bed that can be arranged as two twin beds, a spacious bathroom, mini-
refrigerator, safe, ample closet space, climate control, telephone, TV, Wi-Fi, and USB connections, as well as other amenities.

RATES
CATEGORY | DESCRIPTION PER PERSON /
DOUBLE OCCUPANCY

Oceanview staterooms with two large oval windows. $ 12,590
206 sq. ft. Deck 4. Staterooms 401-404. !
Oceanview staterooms with two large oval windows. $ 12,990
206 sq. ft. Deck 4. Staterooms 405-416. !
Suites with balcony & living room area. $ 13,690
300 sq. ft. Deck 5. Suites 501-504, 530-533. !
Suites with balcony & living room area.
300 sq. ft. Deck 5. Suites 505-514, 517-529. $13,990
Suites with balcony and living room area.
300 sq. ft. Deck 6. Suites 601-614, 617-627. $14,490
Suites with large balcony, separate bedroom & living $ 18,590
room. 440 sq. ft. Decks 5 & 6. Suites 515, 516, 615 & 616. !

FOR SOLO TRAVELER | A limited number of cabins are available for single occupants in
Category D at 120% of the per-person, double occupancy rate, and in Categories C, B, and A at
150% of the per-person, double occupancy rate.

LOYALTY REWARD PROGRAM

Travel on this cruise program and
enjoy savings of $400 to $900 per
person on your next voyage with
WORLD AFFAIRS COUNCIL and
THALASSA JOURNEYS
aboard a Swan Hellenic ship.
Savings are determined by the
stateroom category booked and
is applicable when you reserve
your trip within 30 days of the
completion date of
PASSAGE FROM NOVA SCOTIA TO
GREENLAND & ICELAND

This saving cannot be combined with other
offers and is subject to change.

FOR INFORMATION AND RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CALL WORLD AFFAIRS COUNCIL OF PHILADELPHIA AT 800-942-5004 OR EMAIL travel@wacphila.org




PROGRAM INCLUSIONS

The rates are all-inclusive. There are no
hidden costs and no additional charges such
as shore excursions or embarkation and port
charges. Other than the international airfare
and expenses of a personal nature, all else is
included. Specifically, the rates include:

@ One night at the Sutton Place Hotel (or similar)
in Halifax, Nova Scotia.

® Welcome dinner on the day of arrival.

@ Cruise aboard the Swan Hellenic Vega, as
described in the itinerary.

® Lectures and discussions with Admiral
William Fallon.

@ Airport/hotel/pier transfers and luggage
handling on the program arrival and
departure dates.

® Complete program of tours and excursions
with expert local guides as described in
the itinerary.

@ All meals aboard the ship, with a selection
of wines, beer and soft drinks during lunch
and dinner.

® Welcome and farewell cocktail receptions
aboard the ship hosted by the captain.

@ Open bar with select alcoholic beverages.

@ Coffee, including espresso and cappuccino,
tea and soft drinks throughout the day and
night aboard the ship.

® 24-hour room service.

@ Gratuities to the ship's crew, guides, porters
and drivers.

@® Basic Wi-Fi aboard the ship.

@ The services of an experienced Thalassa
Journeys Trip Director.

@ Alllocal taxes and service charges, including
port and embarkation taxes.

@ Complete pre-departure material.

NOT INCLUDED: International airfare; travel
insurance; expenses of a personal nature; any
items not mentioned in the itinerary or the above
inclusions.

ACTIVITY LEVEL

Travelers can expect an estimated total of
1-3 hours of walking per day. Going ashore
may involve guided walks over inclined

or uneven surfaces such as cobblestones,
unpaved, slippery, or rocky paths, and
steps without handrails, so an ability

to navigate varied terrain and tolerate
brief periods of standing is necessary.
Embarking and disembarking from motor
coaches will also be necessary. Expedition
excursions may use motorized Zodiac
boats, so balance and sure footing are
important. Weather conditions may be
cold and/or windy, so layered clothing and
a spirit of adventure will help you get the
most from this unforgettable experience.

REGISTRATION WACP 27V-0519

Enclosed is my check for $ ($ 2,000 per person) as a deposit to hold place(s) on
PASSAGE FROM NOVA SCOTIA TO GREENLAND & IGELAND, May 19 — 31, 2027 with World Affairs
Council. I understand that final payment is due one hundred twenty (120) days prior to departure and is
payable by check.

You may visit our website to submit your reservation online or send a check payable to Thalassa Journeys
with this reservation form to:
Thalassa Journeys: 8815 Conroy-Windermere Rd., Suite 406, Orlando, FL 32835

Email: travel@wacphila.org
Phone: 800-942-5004

Visit our website to submit your reservation online.
https://wacphila.org/tour/novascotia-greenland-iceland

PLEASE SELECT STATEROOM CATEGORY IN ORDER OF PREFERENCE

1st choice Q 2nd choice Q 3rd choice 4
Q Double Occupancy A Single Occupancy (Inquire for rates)
PREFERRED BED CONFIGURATION Double Q Twin Q
FIRST MIDDLE LAST (AS ON YOUR PASSPORT)
FIRST MIDDLE LAST (AS ON YOUR PASSPORT)
Each participant must sign below: I/We have
ADDRESS “ P :
read the “General Information” section and
agree to its terms.
CITY/STATE/ZIP
SIGNATURE DATE
TELEPHONE (DAY) (EVENING)
E-MAIL SIGNATURE DATE

GENERAL INFORMATION

PAYMENT SCHEDULE: A deposit of $2,000 per person is required to reserve space on the tour. Final payment is due 120 days prior to
departure. Payment can be made by personal check or charged to a credit card.

CANCELLATIONS & REFUNDS: All cancellations received more than 120 days prior to departure are subject to a $400 per person
administrative fee. Cancellations received 120 to 90 days pre-departure will be assessed a penalty equal to 20% of the total program cost
per person. Cancellations received 89 to 61 days pre-departure will be assessed a penalty equal to 70% of the total program cost per person.
Cancellations received within 60 days of departure are subject to 100% cancellation penalties. Requests for cancellations must be made in
writing. No refunds will be made for any part of this program in which one chooses not to participate.

INSURANCE: We strongly recommend the purchase of trip cancellation insurance, which is available for coverage of expenses in conjunction
with cancellation due to iliness or accident. Baggage insurance is also recommended. In the event that you must cancel your participation in a
travel program, trip cancellation insurance may be the only source of reimbursement.

ITINERARY: The itinerary, accommodations and arrangements are subject to change at the discretion of Thalassa Journeys.
RESPONSIBILITY: Please read carefully the following terms and conditions, which constitute the sole, legally enforceable agreements
between the traveler and Thalassa Journeys. Thalassa Journeys acts solely as agents for the traveler with respect to all transportation,

hotel and other tour arrangements. In that capacity, we exercise all reasonable care possible to ensure the traveler’s safety and satisfaction,
but, we neither assume nor bear any responsibility or liability for any injury, death, damage, loss, accident, delay or irregularity arising

in connection with the services of any ship, airplane, train, automobile, motor coach, carriage or other conveyance, or the actions of any
third-party, involved in carrying the traveler or in affecting these tours. We are not responsible for damages, additional expenses, or any other
losses due to cancellation, delay or other changes in air or other services, sickness, weather, strike, war, civil disturbances, acts or threats of
terrorism, travel warnings or bans, termination or suspension of war risks or other carrier insurance, quarantine, acts of God or other causes
beyond our control. All such losses must be borne by the traveler, and tour rates provide for arrangements only for the time stated. In the
event of cancellation, delay or rescheduling mandated by any of the aforesaid causes beyond our control, the traveler shall have the option

of accepting in lieu of the original tour such rescheduled tour or other substituted tour(s) as may be offered by us, or else, receiving a refund
of as much of such advance tour expenditures as we are able to recover on the traveler’s behalf from carriers, third-party tour vendors, etc.,
but, we shall not have any obligation or liability to the traveler beyond the foregoing. We reserve the right to make alterations to the tour’s
itinerary and to substitute hotels, transportation methods, or lecturers if this is required. We reserve the right to cancel, delay, or reschedule
any tour prior to departure, and, so long as this is not due to any of the aforesaid causes beyond our control, the traveler shall be entitled to

a full refund of all monies paid to that point if he/she so desires. No refund shall be made for any unused portion of any tour. By forwarding
their deposit(s), the traveler certifies that he/she and/or their dependents, minors or others covered thereby do not have any mental, physical
or other condition of disability that could create a hazard for them or other travelers. We reserve the right to decline to accept or to decline to
retain any person as a member of any tour should such person’s health, condition or actions adversely affect or threaten the welfare or safety
of other travelers or impede the tour. Baggage or valuables brought on the tour shall be transported, handled or stored at the traveler’s risk
entirely, and, we shall bear no liability or responsibility for any damage or other loss thereto. Resolution of any disputes arising hereunder shall
be effected exclusively in the state or federal courts presiding in Florida, pursuant to applicable Florida law.

RATES: Tour costs are based upon current airfares, tariffs, and currency values. While we do everything possible to maintain the listed prices,
they are subject to change.
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FOR INFORMATION AND RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CALL WORLD AFFAIRS COUNCIL OF PHILADELPHIA AT 800-942-5004 OR EMAIL travel@wacphila.org
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