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ABOUT THE COUNCIL
The World Affairs Council of Philadelphia (the Council) is a non-partisan, international affairs experience provider
with more than 70 years of expertise in connecting Philadelphia to the world. The Council makes critical,
international affairs topics accessible to people of all ages, political beliefs, and backgrounds by providing authentic
and meaningful learning experiences and by helping the community to better understand the world around us.
Always non-partisan, the Council prides itself in cultivating discussions with some of the most influential figures
shaping policy today, helping the community evolve their perspectives through respectful conversation.
To further the region’s understanding of foreign affairs, the Council offers educational experiences, in-school
curriculum enhancements, programming, and professional development training focused on cultural diplomacy
and global fluency beginning with students in middle school and extends offerings through adulthood.
The Council also leads international tours to all seven continents of the world where travelers partake in meetings
with government officials and diplomats, enjoy people-to-people opportunities, and receive in-depth cultural,
historical, and political experiences..

THE COUNCIL'S WORK
The Council was established in 1949 as a private, non-profit and is supported through earned and contributed
revenue from individuals, corporations, and foundations. Today, the Council invites the Greater Philadelphia
community to grow their knowledge of the world through four key program areas including:

In-School Curriculum & Extracurricular Student Programming
Speaker Series & Public Events
National Travel Program
Professional Development for Business Professionals

WHY DOES THE COUNCIL MATTER?
Over

95%
80%

of the world’s population lives, buys, & innovates outside of the U.S.

Over

of global economic growth will occur outside of the U.S.

1 in 7

More than

people in the U.S. are immigrants.

SPEAKER SERIES & PUBLIC EVENTS
To some who live their daily lives in Philadelphia, international affairs can seem less relevant than the issues facing
the local region. However, these issues are not distant, and the World Affairs Council provides resources and
expertise to help citizens understand how the issues impact our local community. All are welcome to participate in
open-minded, respectful dialogue at the Council's speaker events. The Council believes that people of all ages,
backgrounds, and ideologies have a seat at the table for learning and growth about the world around us.

NATIONAL TRAVEL PROGRAM
The World Affairs Council of Philadelphia offers tours to all seven continents of the world, where travelers partake
in meetings with government officials and diplomats, enjoy people-to-people opportunities, and receive in-depth
cultural, historical, and political experiences. The World Affairs Council of America and other Councils across the
country are supported and served by the World Affairs Council of Philadelphia’s Travel Program. More than 60
Councils across the United States are partners in the World Affairs Council of Philadelphia’s Travel Program.

EDUCATION
In-School Curriculum & Extracurricular Student Programming
The Council is a leader in educational international affairs programming, providing content and curriculum to 85
schools, and annually serving 2,500 students in the region. It has served over one million students since 1949. The
Council enhances student learning experiences in middle school and high school by empowering students to
develop critical thinking, problem-solving, and leadership skills to better understand the global 21st Century and its
economy. Middle school and high school programming includes: Model Senate, Global Economic Forum, the Global
Smarts Mentoring Program, and the Student Diplomat/Junior Model United Nations Program to name a few.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
For Business Professionals
The educational mission of the World Affairs Council of Philadelphia is important because the 21st Century leader
must have global fluency, an understanding of the countries and cultures that do business with us here, and how
foreign affairs affect Philadelphia. The Council offers the Global Leadership Institute (GLI), focused on helping
professionals build and develop international skills that will enhance their career paths and will allow them to do
better business, grow in global competency, and learn about cultural diplomacy.

