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Established in 1949, the World Affairs Council of Philadelphia
is a private, nonprofit, nonpartisan educational organization
dedicated to engaging people of all ages in matters of
national and international significance. A forum for the
discussion of differing points of view, it does not endorse
candidates for public office nor lobby for policies.
Membership is open to all who share its maxim:

 “In a democracy, agreement is
not essential; participation is.”

The World Affairs Council of Philadelphia?

 Increases understanding of
international and domestic policy

issues among its members and the
general public

Helps prepare high school and
middle school students to become
globally-aware citizens; and serves

as a resource for teachers

Recognized as one of the top public policy
forums in the nation, the Council:

Assists the corporate and professional
leadership of the region to meet
challenges posed by the growing

globalization of our economy and society
and to meet their objectives in staff, client,

and prospective client development

What is...



Our Educational Legacy (past) 



Our Educational Legacy (present) 



Introducing Lauren Swartz
Incoming President and CEO of the World Affairs Council

The  Council's Education team is proud to welcome Lauren Swartz,
incoming President and CEO of the World Affairs Council of Philadelphia. 

Craig Snyder announced his decision to depart the World Affairs Council
and transition into the next step of his career in December 2019.  Beginning
in October 2020, Craig will begin his tenure as President and CEO of Indigo
Global Corporation. 

Craig's first client projects at Indigo include federal lobbying on behalf of a
biotech company which has developed a best in class rapid COVID-19
diagnostic test and serving as Director of the Fight for Earth political action
committee, working to defeat climate change deniers in Congress in the
November elections and beyond. 

Lauren comes to us from her former position as Deputy Commerce Director
of International Business & Global Strategy for the City of Philadelphia at the
Department of Commerce  where she  led initiatives to grow Philadelphia’s
international business and relationships. 

Incoming President and CEO,
World Affairs Council of

Philadelphia

LAUREN SWARTZ
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A High School Membership provides high school
students and educators unparalleled access to our
comprehensive suite of global education
programming as well as access to influential
leaders and policymakers in the global arena 

Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, education
programming for 2020-21 will be completely virtual
and will feature several new offerings 

Membership opened for all high schools and home
schools in the Greater Philadelphia region and
beyond, on August 31, 2020

*Per School Cost: $250; Home School Groups of 5
or more: $100

Student 
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Programs

2020-21 High School Membership

*A limited number of reduced & complimentary High School memberships are available
to Title-1 schools on a need basis

Speaker

Events



Each member high school or small group must have a MINIMUM
of one designated "faculty adviser" (typically a teacher, counselor,
or home school group lead point of contact).  

The Faculty Adviser serves in this position for a full academic year.
Faculty advisers sign their school/group up for membership and
also register their groups for individual programs.

Faculty advisers are also responsible for recruiting students to
participate in Council programming, preparing students to
assume their roles, and receiving/communicating information and
program resources from the World Affairs Council's education
staff.

Many (but not all) high schools have a World Affairs Club that is
able to meet on a regular basis.  We encourage schools/groups to
think of creative ways to connect virtually, and greatly encourage
past student participants to take on leadership roles (i.e. helping a
designated faculty adviser recruit and/or prepare new students for
programs).

The "Faculty Adviser" Role
for Member High Schools/Groups

Council Staff

Faculty Adviser(s)

Student Groups
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The 2020 International Summit, entitled
Restarting the Global Economy Post COVID-19: A
Model G7+5 Simulation, will be a virtual siumlation
that centers around efforts to restart and reshape
the global economy post pandemic

Participating countries: France, Germany, Italy,
United Kingdom, Japan, United States, Canada,
Mexico, India, South Africa, Brazil and China

Up to ~70 students will be able to participate
during one full-day, virtual simulation program (9
a.m. - 1:30 p.m.)

*Per student cost: $50

Registration Opens Thursday, September 17

(Includes program  participation and access to
briefing papers and curricular resources)

International Student Summit (ISS)
Restarting the Global Economy Post COVID-19: Model G7+5

* Platforms Required: TBD
* Duration: Full-day conference program  (9 am – 1:30 pm); Multiple program offerings
* Preparation level: High, students must commit to doing several hours of research on their
assigned country and committee role ahead of the full-day, virtual simulation event
*A limited number of reduced scholarships are available to Title-1 schools on a need basis



The  2021 Global Economic Forum (GEF)  will be a
virtual simulation that explores the intricacies of
the climate emergency, including a solutions-
oriented approach to combating the global issue

The program will simulate an international
competition for funding, with students working to
understand the fundamental causes of climate
change, develop actionable policy proposals, and
advocate for their preferred plan

A panel of judges will hear arguments from each
team, and ultimately determine a winning proposal 

Up to ~70 students will be able to participate
during one full-day, virtual simulation program (9
a.m. - 1:30 p.m.)

*Per student cost: $50
(Includes program  participation and access to
briefing papers and curricular resources)

Global Economic Forum (GEF)
Combating the Climate Emergency

* Platforms Required: TBD
* Duration: Full-day conference program  (9 am – 1:30 pm); Multiple program offerings
* Preparation level: High, students must commit to doing several hours of research on their
assigned country and committee role ahead of the full-day, virtual simulation event
*A limited number of reduced scholarships are available to Title-1 schools on a need basis



Education Speaker Series
As one of the top public policy forums in the
nation, the Council will continue to offer access
to its influential speaker events (webinars)

This series, scheduled for the last Wednesday of
every month, will bring academics, policymakers
and policy practitioners directly to students 

Students will have an opportunity to hear
directly from speakers who will incorporate an
additional visual/interactive component and field
audience questions through a Q&A portion

Events will occur after school, during the 4:00
p.m. - 6:00 p.m. time frame

Access to these speakers is complimentary with
High School Membership

* Platforms Required: TBD; Duration: 1 to 2 hours
* Program Offering: One Speaker Series event each month, typically the last Wednesday
of every month
* Preparation level: Light, students are not required to do any preparation in advance,
but are encouraged to read the speaker’s bio and come with 1 or 2 questions

Speaker Events (webinars) &



In response to a timely debate prompt, students
will be divided and assigned to one of two
groups (affirmative or negative) and will hone
their research, writing, strategic thinking, and
public speaking skills in the form of a virtual
debate with their peers

The Council will provide accompanying topic
and group-specific resources for students to
review prior to the virtual debate

A panel of judges will utilize a detailed rubric to
choose a winning side and students will have the
opportunity to earn individual awards based on
their debate participation and performance 

*Per student cost: $10 
(Includes program  participation and access to
curricular resources)

*Platforms Offered: Zoom or Google Meet
*Duration: 2 hours
*Program Offerings: Three debates in 2020-2021 academic year - October, February, April 
*Preparation level: Medium, students should anticipate reading a short set of pre-vetted
resources from the perspective of their assigned debate group prior to participating in the
virtual debate
*A limited number of reduced scholarships are available to Title-1 schools on a need basis

Student Debate Series



The Council, in partnership with iThrive Games Foundation,
will offer  iThrive Sim  scenarios: a series of innovative, game-
based simulations that are structured to engage students in
educational role-playing online

Facilitated through a web browser, Lives in Balance is a six-
participant role-play where students serve as U.S.
government officials who must decide when and how to
reopen the economies of four Southwestern states during a
global pandemic

Additional iThrive Sim opportunities facilitated in partnership
with Council staff will be made available to teachers and
students throughout the academic year.

*Per student cost: $25
(Includes program  participation and access to curricular
resources)

*Platforms Required: iThrive web-based platform (accessible via internet browser) and Zoom or Google Meet (TBD);
* Duration: 1.5 hours which includes an introductory session led by Council staff, 47-minutes of game-play, and a
short debrief facilitated by Council staff;
* Program Offering: Scheduled directly with WAC Education Staff, with multiple simulation offerings available; Lives
in Balance is limited to 6 students per game-play session, but can be facilitated with small groups
* Preparation Level: Light, students are not required to do any preparation in advance, but teachers are encouraged
to utilize provided resources to extend learning
*A limited number of reduced scholarships are available to Title-1 schools on a need basis

iThrive Sim: Lives in Balance

View the trailer: https://youtu.be/4Xfjs51e1SA

https://youtu.be/4Xfjs51e1SA
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