
 
 

The Honorable Ms. Kelly Craft  
United States of America Ambassador to the United Nations  
RE: Aiding Refugees and Displaced People 
May 14th, 2020 

 
Dear Ambassador Craft, 

My name is Ian R. and I am in seventh grade at The Haverford School in Haverford, 
Pennsylvania. This year has been my second year participating in Philadelphia’s Model United 
Nations program. This year, I worked on the topic of Aiding Refugees and Displaced People, 
representing Venezuela. While researching the topic, I began to create a better definition of 
displaced people. What most interested me was the differences between internally displaced 
people, refugees, and asylum seekers. As I created my own definitions for asylum seekers in 
particular, I began to realize that asylum seekers, even being the smallest population of displaced 
people, are the group that most urgently needs help. They are running from persecution brought 
upon them due to their religion, race or political beliefs. The United States of America stands for 
freedom and liberty for all people. Therefore, it is the responsibility of the U.S. to work to assist 
these people. The country does not necessarily have to take everyone in, but just continue in the 
footsteps of the framers of the constitution to “secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and 
our Posterity.”  

Although asylum seekers only make up about 5% of the world's forcibly displaced 
people, they require the most aid. In my research, I learned about past crises that created big 
waves of asylum seekers. These included the Holocaust, which I have a very personal connection 
to, the Armenian Genocide, they are even, in a much earlier time frame, the pilgrims fleeing to 
Plymouth from religious persecution. This all made me think of what my life would be like if my 
grandfather had not been able to flee Poland in the 1940s after being hidden in a convent during 
the Holocaust, as the Nazis would have had him killed for being Jewish. He was born in 1939, 
and the Nazis invaded Poland when he was only 2 months old. He was hidden in a convent, and 
later placed in a Displaced Persons Camp with his mother. Together, they made their way to 
Israel 1945 or 1946, and they were later joined by my great-grandfather father who had been a 
Polish resistance fighter. My grandfather then immigrated to America in 1957 after being shot by 
a sniper on my grandfather's family farm. As a Polish refugee and immigrant, my Grandfather 
would not have made it to America without the immigration programs of the US and the ability 
to move to Israel as a refugee. All of this brings me to my conclusion that refugee services are 
essential to keep all people safe. Of course, there must be restrictions, but proper government 
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programs around the world should be put in place to support displaced people in their journeys to 
find new homes, especially those seeking asylum and the start of a new life.  

I hope you have been doing well in this tough time in our country. I know it cannot be 
easy working for the government in a time where so much work is required to keep our citizens 
safe. Thank you very much for your work for our country. 

 
Sincerely, 
Ian R. 
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