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2019 International Student Summit 
On Information and Democracy 

 

TECHNICAL WORKING GROUP BRIEFING PAPER 
Protecting Journalistic Safety and Security 

 
Many journalists and political activists face near constant threats to their safety and security. In order to 

report on breaking news and current events, journalists often put their safety and life in danger. This has 

been a significant issue dating back decades and remains one of the greatest issues in the modern media 

landscape. Journalists often travel to sites of conflict, protests that have the potential to turn violent, and 

war zones in order to provide a first-hand account of what is occurring. In such situations, it is very difficult 

to ensure journalistic safety and security when the need to report on issues demands reporters go into 

conflict areas.  

 

But journalists also face direct, targeted threats aside from just being present in dangerous places while 

reporting. Often, these threats emerge after journalists and activists begin reporting on issues and stories 

that government officials, corporations or powerful groups and individuals would rather keep from the 

public. Threats can take the form of intimidation and harassment, job insecurity, kidnapping, defamation, 

imprisonment, or physical attacks. In worst case scenarios, these threats can be on a journalist’s life. “On 

average, every five days a journalist is killed for bringing information to the public.”1  

 

Many countries, even those that are democratic, lack legislation that specifically protects journalists from 

such threats. Even when a country does have laws and measures meant to protect journalists’ safety and 

security, the potential for threats still exist. In addition, many cases of crimes against journalists go 

unpunished. The issue has become so prevalent that the United Nations has declared November 2 the 

International Day to End Impunity for Crimes against Journalists. Nine out of ten cases of journalist 

murders around the world go unpunished.  

 

Task 

 
You are attending a meeting of international advocates for global free and independent press. The 

meeting will take place under the backdrop of significant changes to the landscape of global media, 

including the proliferation of disinformation, the polarization of media and the rise of alternative media 

and social media. Additional concerns regarding increasing instances of violence, persecution and 

interference from state actors is also of interest to this meeting. Your task is twofold: (1) Identify a 

minimum of five ongoing issues connected to the topic of protecting journalistic safety and security, 

including specific incidents and broader trends; and (2) develop two to three strategies to meet the needs 

previously identified.  

 

                                                           
1 UNESCO, Safety of Journalists, https://en.unesco.org/themes/safety-journalists 

https://en.unesco.org/themes/safety-journalists
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The challenge for this committee group is to assess the needs of different media environments around 

the world, and to develop strategies and solutions to meet these needs given the various media contexts 

and cultures found throughout the world.  

 

Key questions to consider from the perspective of your assigned country and region 
 

1. Given your assigned country, what is the current state of journalistic safety and security?  

2. Are there recent instances of journalists being harmed in your assigned country?  

3. Besides violence, what other means of intimidation or coercion are journalists in your country 

subjected to?  

4. Does your assigned country have legislation in place to protect journalists? Are those who 

threaten or harm journalists often held accountable?  

5. What are some local or global solutions to help protect journalists? 

 

Helpful Resources 

 International Day to End Impunity for Crimes Against Journalists - UN 

 Safety of Journalists - UNESCO 

 Challenges to the Safety and Protection of Journalists – Global Investigative Journalist Network  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.un.org/en/events/journalists/
https://en.unesco.org/themes/safety-journalists
https://gijn.org/2016/02/12/challenges-to-the-safety-and-protection-of-journalists/

