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TECHNICAL WORKING GROUP BRIEFING PAPER 
Increasing Access to Freedom of the Press 

 
A free and independent press is essential to the function of a healthy society and the distribution of 

accurate information. However, due to political, technological and social issues, many areas of the world 

do not have access to a free and independent press. Expanding access to a free and independent press is 

one of the most fundamental actions a society can take to become more transparent and accountable to 

its citizens.  

 

In some countries, increasing access to a free and independent press may be as simple as modernizing 

communications and information sharing. The internet has revolutionized communications, allowing 

people from around the world to gain access to information and make global connections. For millions, 

the internet has become the primary source of both local and global information. However, many regions 

do not have access to reliable internet services, and thus other forms of communication must be used 

including television, radio and print media.  

 

In addition, the political authorities in many countries may significantly impact what information is 

available to ordinary citizens. Media censorship, especially from state-run news organizations or 

authoritarian governments can dramatically affect how people obtain and understand information. Often 

state-sponsored information presents a skewed version of the truth or outright disinformation and 

propaganda in order to bolster the party, leader or system in power. Promoting a free and independent 

press can significantly reduce issues around pervasive misinformation and propaganda, and ensure that 

governments remain accountable to their citizens.  

 

Task 

 
You are attending a meeting of international advocates for global free and independent press. The 

meeting will take place under the backdrop of significant changes to the landscape of global media, 

including the proliferation of disinformation, the polarization of media and the rise of alternative media 

and social media. Additional concerns regarding increasing instances of violence, persecution and 

interference from state actors is also of interest to this meeting. Your task is twofold: (1) Identify a 

minimum of five ongoing issues connected to the topic of increasing access to a free and independent 

press, including specific incidents and broader trends; and (2) develop two to three strategies to meet the 

needs previously identified.  

 

The challenge for this committee group is to assess the needs of different media environments around 

the world, and to develop strategies and solutions to meet these needs given the various media contexts 

and cultures found throughout the world.  
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Key questions to consider from the perspective of your assigned country and region 
 

1. Define what makes a free and independent press. How can you tell if a media environment is free 

and independent?  

2. Does your assigned country have a free and independent press? 

3. Does the government of your assigned country support a free and independent press? 

4. What are some barriers to citizens’ ability to access a free and independent press in your assigned 

country? Technological barriers? Social barriers? Political barriers?  

5. How can the global community help overcome the barriers to a free and independent press in 

your assigned country?  

6. Are there instances in your assigned country where the press has held powerful actors 

accountable to their actions and decisions? Has the press in your assigned country influenced a 

government to change its position on a topic or reverse a decision or action?   

 

Helpful Resources 

 Increasing Access to a Free and Independent Press 

o Report on Freedom of the Press – Freedom House 

o Why is a Free Press Important – Youngzine (Article and Video) 

o Why Freedom of the Press is More Important Now than Ever – Ted (Article) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-media/freedom-media-2019
https://youngzine.org/news/societyarts/why-free-press-important
https://ideas.ted.com/why-freedom-of-the-press-is-more-important-now-than-ever/

