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TECHNICAL WORKING GROUP BRIEFING PAPER 
Ensuring Freedom of Expression 

 
Freedom of expression remains one of world’s most important human rights. The ability to openly express 

new and innovative thoughts and ideas is vital to engendering an equitable world, supporting or 

dismantling power structures and the general advancement of society. Many countries throughout the 

world have strong laws and societal norms that codifies freedom of expression as a basic human right. 

However, millions of people do not enjoy such freedoms and must face harsh censorship, intimidation or 

silencing campaigns.  

 

Freedom of expression is often impaired because powerful institutions and/or actors seek to uphold their 

power in the face of opposition. Thus, freedom of expression is curtailed for specific political, cultural or 

social reasons. Political censorship is often used to intimidate or coerce activists, journalists and political 

outsiders while maintaining the political status quo. This may insulate the government or institution in 

power from criticism or political accountability. Many groups and individuals also lose their freedom of 

expression because of their religious, gender, or racial backgrounds. These groups are often marginalized 

by political actors or dominant social groups in order to silence dissident opinions.  

 

Journalists and social or political activists are some of the most vocal proponents of freedom of 

expression. These individuals often report on the violations of governments, corporations and individuals, 

and are subjected to intimidation, violence or other harmful repercussions. Ensuring that journalists, 

activists and normal citizens enjoy a robust freedom of expression is a vital element in creating an 

equitable world.  

 

Task 

 
You are attending a meeting of international advocates for global free and independent press. The 

meeting will take place under the backdrop of significant changes to the landscape of global media, 

including the proliferation of disinformation, the polarization of media and the rise of alternative media 

and social media. Additional concerns regarding increasing instances of violence, persecution and 

interference from state actors is also of interest to this meeting. Your task is twofold: (1) Identify a 

minimum of five ongoing issues connected to the topic of freedom of expression, including specific 

incidents and broader trends; and (2) develop two to three strategies to meet the needs previously 

identified.  

 

The challenge for this committee group is to assess the needs of different media environments around 

the world, and to develop strategies and solutions to meet these needs given the various media contexts 

and cultures found throughout the world. 
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Key questions to consider from the perspective of your assigned country and region 
 

1. Define freedom of expression. Are there limits to of freedom of expression? If so, what should be 

the boundary of one’s ability to freely express themselves?  

2. Are individuals in your assigned country free to express opinions, even if they are in contrast to 

your government? Are certain groups free to express their opinions or are their certain groups 

who are not free to express their opinions? 

3. Is freedom of expression codified in national laws? Or, is freedom of expression a social norm in 

your assigned country? 

4. Are there any recent examples of individuals or groups in your country being allowed or denied 

freedom of expression? 

5. How has social media and expanded access to the internet contributed to freedom of expression 

in your assigned country?  

 

Helpful Resources 

 Freedom of Expression 

o Definition of Freedom of Expression – Freedom House 

o Article 19 of the United Nations Declaration on Human Rights – Columbia University 

o Protecting Free Speech in the Digital Age: A Q&A – The Ford Foundation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://freedomhouse.org/issues/freedom-expression
http://ccnmtl.columbia.edu/projects/mmt/udhr/article_19.html
https://www.fordfoundation.org/ideas/equals-change-blog/posts/protecting-free-speech-in-the-digital-age-qa-with-un-special-rapporteur-for-freedom-of-expression/

