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United Kingdom (U.K) 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

Key Facts          __________ 
World Freedom Press Global Index Ranking (Overall): Ranked 33 (22.23) 
Head of State / Head of Government: Queen ELIZABETH II (since 6 
February 1952) & Prime Minister Boris JOHNSON (Conservative) (since 24 
July 2019) 
Capital city: London  
Population: 65,105,246 United Kingdom (July 2018 est.) 

Official Language(s): English  
Ethnic Groups: white 87.2%, black/African/Caribbean/black British 3%, Asian/Asian British: Indian 2.3%, 
Asian/Asian British: Pakistani 1.9%, mixed 2%, other 3.7% (2011 est.) 
Currency: Pound sterling 
Gross domestic product (PPP):  2.622 trillion USD (2017) 
Internet penetration: 94.8 % 
Most trusted medium of information: Radio 
Legal System: common law system; has nonbinding judicial review of Acts of Parliament under the Human 
Rights Act of 1998 

Political system: parliamentary constitutional monarchy; a Commonwealth realm 
Journalists Jailed/Killed 2019: 1 
 

Media Environment: public service broadcaster, British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC), is the largest 
broadcasting corporation in the world; BBC operates multiple TV networks with regional and local TV 
service; a mixed system of public and commercial TV broadcasters along with satellite and cable systems 
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provide access to hundreds of TV stations throughout the world; BBC operates multiple national, regional, 
and local radio networks with multiple transmission sites; a large number of commercial radio stations, 
as well as satellite radio services are available as of 2018. 
Media Issues: Despite improvements in some areas and the presence of a robust independent media, the 
UK remained one of the worst-ranked Western European countries in the World Press Freedom Index, 
largely due to a heavy-handed approach towards the press, often in the name of national security. The 
menacing Investigatory Powers Act remained on the books with insufficient protection mechanisms for 
whistleblowers, journalists, and their sources. In September, the UK’s mass surveillance regime was found 
to violate the European Convention on Human Rights, including with respect to the protection of 
journalistic sources. New counterterrorism and crime legislation was introduced that would restrict 
reporting and put journalists’ data – and their ability to guarantee source protection – at risk. The 
government continued to explore means of restricting encryption tools. In March, then-Secretary of State 
for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport Matt Hancock announced that the threatening Section 40 of the 
Crime and Courts Act 2013 would not be implemented, and the government would seek repeal at the 
“first appropriate opportunity” – which has not yet happened. The adoption of Magnitsky legislation via 
an amendment to the Sanctions and Anti-Money Laundering Act in May was a welcome step towards 
holding press freedom predators to account but is not yet being implemented. In September, journalists 
Trevor Birney and Barry McCaffrey were arrested in Northern Ireland, had their journalistic materials 
confiscated, and remain on police bail in connection with the police investigation into the ‘Loughinisland 
Massacre’. 

Popular Forms of Media Consumption        
 

Radio: Radio has remained very popular in the UK and audience numbers have not declined in the same 

way as other platforms. The reach of radio has remained stable in the last five years with 89.6 percent of 

adults over 15 listening to the radio at least once a week. Among radio listeners the average minutes spent 

listening is over 3 hours per day at 183 minutes, and the average time spent by listeners per week has 

risen slightly to 21 hours and 24 minutes. Music focused stations are the most popular at 63 percent with 

38 percent listening to speech-based stations. Podcasts are rising in popularity at 16 percent.  

Television: Broadcast TV audiences remain high - 91 percent of the population view TV at least once a 

week. The UK television sector is undergoing significant change due to a number of factors including 1) 

the switchover from analogue TV to digital terrestrial television in 2012 means that all homes receive 

multichannel TV; 2) the complexity of the number of ways households receive linear TV broadcasts which 

are fragmented across a range of platforms (terrestrial, satellite, cable, etc.) 3) the rapidly increasing shift 

in viewing habits away from linear to nonlinear viewing through catch up, video on demand and streaming 

services such as BBCiplayer, YouTube, Netflix, and Amazon Prime which can be accessed on multiple 

devices including mobile phones, tablets and laptops.        

Print: The UK is characterized by a comparatively large national press with 11 national daily newspapers, 

and 10 Sunday sister titles (this is more than France, Germany and USA). Seven of these titles publish 

special editions for Scotland, and these compete with three Scottish dailies. National newspapers are 

typically divided into three sectors which relate to their physical size, as well as the quantity of news, 

values and quality of content. The traditionally very strong daily paid circulation of national newspapers 

has been in steady decline for some time, although online readerships are rising. Print newspapers are 

read by 1 in 4 adults over 15 every day (13.6 million daily) and reach larger audiences weekly (24.9 million) 

and monthly (30.8 million). Print Circulation has fallen approximately 40 percent between 2010 and 2018. 

In 2010 the national papers sold an average of 9.5 m copies each day. 


