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Key Facts         __________ 

World Freedom Press Global Index Ranking (Overall): Ranked 18 (15.69) 
Head of State / Head of Government: Prime Minister Justin Pierre James 
TRUDEAU (Liberal Party) (since 4 November 2015) 
Capital city: Ottawa  
Population: 35,881,659 (July 2018 est.) 

Official Language(s): English (official) 58.7%, French (official) 22%, (2011 est.) 
Ethnic Groups: Canadian 32.3%, English 18.3%, Scottish 13.9%, French 13.6%, Irish 13.4%, German 9.6%, 
Chinese 5.1%, Italian 4.6%, North American Indian 4.4%, East Indian 4%, other 51.6% (2016 est.) 
Currency: Canadian Dollar 
Gross domestic product (PPP):  1.653 trillion USD (2017) 
Internet penetration: 82.7% (2011) 
Most trusted medium of information: N/A 
Legal System: common law system except in Quebec, where civil law based on the French civil code 
prevails 
Political system: federal parliamentary democracy (Parliament of Canada) under a constitutional 
monarchy; a Commonwealth realm; federal and state authorities and responsibilities regulated in 
constitution 
Journalists Jailed/Killed 2019: 0 
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Media Environment:  2 public TV broadcasting networks, 1 in English and 1 in French, each with a large 

number of network affiliates; several private-commercial networks also with multiple network affiliates; 

overall, approximately 150 TV stations; multi-channel satellite and cable systems provide access to a wide 

range of stations including US stations; mix of public and commercial radio broadcasters with the Canadian 

Broadcasting Corporation (CBC), the public radio broadcaster, operating 4 radio networks, Radio Canada 

International, and radio services to indigenous populations in the north; roughly 1,119 licensed radio 

stations as of 2016. As a well-developed media sector, its cultural output – particularly in English films, 

television shows, and magazines – is often overshadowed by imports from the United States. Television, 

magazines, and newspapers are primarily for-profit corporations based on advertising, subscription, and 

other sales-related revenues. 

Media Issues: Prime Minister Trudeau has strongly advocated for a “free media” as guaranteed under 

Canada's 1982 Constitution. Despite recent positive steps, like the establishment of a Commission of 

Inquiry to investigate Quebec police surveillance of multiple journalists, and the adoption of a federal 

press “shield law” to protect the confidentiality of journalists’ sources, his first two years in office have 

been an overall disappointment. A VICE News reporter is still fighting a court order compelling him to 

hand over communications with his source to the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, while another 

journalist for The Independent is facing criminal and civil charges for his coverage of protests against a 

hydroelectric project in Labrador. A draft reform project for controversial Bill C-51 uses national security 

as an excuse to chill the free flow of information online, while the recent closure of more than forty 

independent newspapers following an agreement between two of the country's largest publishers’ risks 

compromising media diversity in the country. 

 

Popular Forms of Media Consumption        
 

Radio: Canada is served by approximately 2,000 radio stations, on both the AM and FM bands. Digital 

audio broadcasting, or DAB, is an emerging technology in Canada. Although there are currently 73 licensed 

digital audio broadcasters in Canada, not many consumers yet own digital radios, and the existing digital 

audio broadcast signals duplicate AM or FM broadcasts. No Canadian radio broadcaster currently offers 

an exclusively DAB signal. 

Television: The Canadian television broadcasting industry is split between public and private ownership. 

Canada currently has 130 originating television stations, which broadcast on 1,456 transmitters across the 

country. Unlike in the United States, where a statewide public network is usually the country’s primary 

PBS member station, the provincially owned public systems in Canada are independent of each other and 

have their own programming. 

Print: Almost all Canadian cities are served by at least one daily newspaper, along with community and 

neighborhood weeklies. In large cities which have more than one daily newspaper, usually at least one 

daily is a tabloid format. Bilingual cities like Montreal and Ottawa have important papers in both French 

and English. 

 
 


