
 
 

Combating the Climate Crisis – FACT SHEET 
 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS (SDGs) - Goal 13: Take urgent action to confront climate change and its impacts. 
● Target 13.1: Strengthen resilience and adaptive capacity to climate-related hazards and disasters in all countries (Source: UN). 

● Target 13.2: Integrate climate change measures into national policies, strategy, and planning (Source: UN). 

QUICK FACTS 
● The planet's average surface temperature has risen about 1.62° F (0.9° C) since the late 1800’s (Source: NASA). All of the top ten 

warmest years on record worldwide have occurred between 1998 and today (Source: EPA). 

● In 1990, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) acknowledged in its first report that “emissions resulting from 

human activities are substantially increasing the atmospheric concentrations of greenhouse gases”, making the first call to change 

human behavior globally in order to curb rising temperatures (Source: UN Framework Convention on Climate Change). 

● A greater concentration of greenhouse gases (GHG) in the air is directly linked to higher global temperatures. Carbon dioxide is 

the most abundant GHG and comes directly from the burning of fossil fuels. In 2017, greenhouse gas concentrations reached new 

highs, with global averages 146 percent higher than pre-industrial levels (Source: UN Report of the Secretary-General). 

● During the period 1998–2017, direct economic losses from disasters were estimated at almost $3 trillion, and climate-related and 

geophysical disasters claimed an estimated 1.3 million lives (Source: UN Report of the Secretary-General). Scientific studies 

indicate that extreme weather events such as heat waves and large storms are likely to become both more frequent and more 

intense due to human-induced climate change (Source: EPA). 

 

              CHALLENGES 

● Global emissions are largely produced by a select few countries. The top 15 emissions-producing countries are responsible for 72% 

of the world’s emissions; the rest of the world is responsible for the other 28% (Source: International Energy Agency). 

● The world’s largest carbon emitters – China (producing 27.2% of the world’s emissions), the United States (producing 14.6%), and 

India (6.8%) – show no signs of slowing down. US carbon emissions have begun rising again after several years of decline, and 

China’s and India’s emissions are also rapidly rising. 

● Emissions-producing activities are entrenched in the daily lives of billions of people. Fossil fuels, vehicles such as cars and planes, 

manufacturing and construction, and food production are the top four sectors contributing to climate change (Source: CNN). 

● While contributing less than 1% to global carbon emissions, small island nations are hurt the most by the rise in sea level, coastal 

destruction, and heavy storms caused by climate change (Source: UNDP). 

 

INTERNATIONAL ACTION 
● In 2015, 195 countries signed the the Paris Agreement, the most comprehensive international climate action to date. The 

Agreement set the overall goal of limiting temperature levels to 2° C above pre-industrial levels and goals for each nation, called 

nationally determined contributions (NDCs), to slow global emissions (Source: UNFCCC). Since its ratification, however, only seven 

countries have made progress sufficient to achieve the temperature goal set by the Agreement. Additionally, the US, the world’s 

second largest emissions producer, left the Agreement in 2017. 

 
MOVING FORWARD 
● While the Paris Agreement was hailed as a landmark achievement in combating climate change, it unfortunately has not been as 

effective as climate advocates would have liked. The NDC’s, the goals set by each country to reduce their emissions, are considered 
non-binding, which means that there is no penalty to failing to meet your nation’s goal. This has caused the vast majority of 
countries to fail to comply with the terms of the Paris Agreement. A more stringent international treaty may be needed to make 
sure each country is pulling its weight in regards to climate action. 



● Representatives of the Small Island Developing States (SIDS) state that if global temperatures are not limited to 1.5° C above pre-
industrial levels, the survival of their nations will be at stake. The international community should aid vulnerable nations in 
mitigating the impact of storms, rising sea levels, and other natural disasters caused by climate change. 

● Given that sustainable development is imperative to combatting the effects of climate change, nations must use new and 
innovative methods to transition to alternative energy sources and away from fossil fuels. 

 
 

 

Preambulatory Clause – Vocabulary 
 

Affirming Emphasizing Having received 
Alarmed by Expecting Keeping in mind 
Approving Expressing its appreciation Noting with regret 
Aware of Expressing its satisfaction Noting with satisfaction 
Believing Fulfilling Noting with deep concern 

Bearing in mind Fully Aware Noting further 
Confident Further deploring Noting with approval 

Conscious of Further recalling Observing 
Contemplating Guided by Realizing 

Convinced Having adopted Reaffirming 
Declaring Having considered Recalling 

Deeply concerned Having considered further Recognizing 
Deeply convinced Having devoted attention Seeking 
Deeply disturbed Having examined Taking into account 
Deeply regretting Having studied Taking note 

Desiring Having heard Welcoming 
 

Operative Clause – Vocabulary 
 

Accepts Emphasizes Reaffirms 
Affirms Encourages Recommends 

Approves Endorses Reminds 
Authorizes Expresses its appreciation Regrets 

Calls Expresses its hope Requests 
Calls upon Further invites Resolves 
Condemns Further proclaims Solemnly affirms 

Congratulates Further recommends Strongly condemns 
Confirms Further reminds Supports 
Considers Further requests Trusts 
Declares Further resolves Takes note of 
Deplores Have resolved Urges 

Draws attention Notes Designates 
 


