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So What's Populism Again?

• Recalling your discussions yesterday, what were some characteristics of populism?

• Populism has a fairly long history in the United States...

 1830's-1850's

 1880's-1890's

 1940's

 ...and today, populism is having another moment



Nativism in the 
United States
• The United States for the "native" population...who 

were the "native-born"?

 White

 Anglo-Saxon (British, French, German, Dutch heritage)

 Protestant

• So who was left out?

 Most people of color...and that category was different 
than it is today

 Native Americans, Latinos in unsettled American West

 Chinese immigrants working on railroads in the Pacific 
Northwest

 Black Americans, freemen or escaped slaves

 Italians, Greeks, Slavs, Irish in East

 Roman Catholics, Jews, Orthodox



Prairie Populism, 
1880's and 1890's

• William Jennings Bryan, "The Cross of Gold"

 What does he want to happen, or not happen?

 Who is Bryan aligning himself with? Who is he aligning 
himself against?

• Is this populism? How can we tell?

http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5354/


"America First" Populism, 
1930's and 1940's

• Charles Lindbergh, "Des Moines Speech"

 What does he want to happen, or not happen?

 Who is Lindbergh aligning himself with? Who is he aligning 
himself against?

• Is this populism? How can we tell?

http://www.charleslindbergh.com/americanfirst/speech.asp


But Wait...

• These two speeches seem kind of far apart...can they both be populism?

• Populism is usually a response to social upheaval and gross inequality

• Two main "flavors" of populism in American history

 Exclusionary populism = defining 'the people' and 'the nation' as narrowly as possible, 
always against others and often violently; draws on 'blood and soil' as the marker of who 
belongs to 'the nation'

 Which examples belong in this category?

 Inclusionary populism = defining 'the people' and 'the nation' as broadly as possible, 
arguing for a bigger vision of 'the nation' and 'the people' and for drawing more people into 
the nation; draws on work and shared values as the marker of who belongs to 'the nation'

 Which examples belong in this category?



Looking 
Around, 
Looking 
Forward



So What's Driving Populism in the 
United States?



US: Rising Income Inequality

• 2008 Great Recession touched off 
an economic crisis

 That crisis slowed, and by many 
measures has reversed, but many 
people still struggle economically

 Stagnant or very slow wage growth for 
middle-class and working-class families

 More people qualify as members of the 
"working poor"

 ...but income for the top 1%, the 
wealthiest people in the US, remains 
very high and has even grown



US: Migration and Rising Tensions

• Migration to the United States 
has been rising in recent years

 As a percentage of the total 
population, the US is back to 
1880's-1920's levels of migration, 
when anti-immigrant politics 
spiked

 Back then, most immigrants were 
Irish, Southern and Eastern 
European

 Today, most are migrating from 
the Latin America region, India, 
and China



So What's Driving Populism in the EU?



EU: Economic 
Upheaval

• 2008-09 Sovereign Debt 
Crisis...

 Incredibly high levels of 
public debt threatened 
Europe's shared currency (the 
Euro)

• ...led to austerity 
measures

 Top-down EU policies that 
cut social service spending on 
things like public education, 
public health, public housing

 Cut overall spending to bring 
down public debt



EU Migrant 
Crisis

• 2015 Migrant Crisis, in 
which just over 1 million 
migrants came to Europe 
in 2015 alone

 Overwhelming majority 
were refugees fleeing the 
war in Syria

 Culture clash led to violent 
clashes and increased 
resentment toward both the 
refugees AND the European 
Union



• The collision between austerity and 
the migrant crisis has been a surge in 
nationalist populism, mostly of the 
right-wing variety

 Reminiscent of nativism in the United 
States

 (France for the French, etc.)


