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SPECIALIZED TECHNICAL COMMITTEE BRIEFING PAPER 
Social Development and Labor 

 
The Specialized Technical Committee on Social Development and Labor focuses on social protection, 

labor rights, education, poverty alleviation, and access to social services. The committee works with the 

Member States of the African Union to develop concrete policies and legislation regarding these issues 

and ensure their proper implementation. In this role, the Social Development and Labor committee helps 

fulfill key goals of Agenda 2063, which specifically calls for entrenched rule of law when it comes to human 

rights and justice. 

Currently, Africa is the only region in the world where the youth population is increasing.  Experts claim 

that this presents the possibility of enormous potential in terms of social development and labor.  It is 

predicted that by 2050, Africa’s young population - those who are between 0 and 24 years old - will 

increase by nearly 50 percent.1  This committee should consider the risks that can arise if the young 

population in Africa are not given the adequate social development opportunities that are needed to help 

improve their lives.  

Progress in social and labor rights is critical in ensuring inclusive, equitable and sustainable development 

in Africa. Providing all civilians with basic social protections and access to opportunities will allow them to 

reach their full socio-economic potential, thus driving regional and continental growth. Similarly, creating 

and enforcing strict labor laws will boost the health and safety of millions of workers employed in 

agricultural, textile and natural resources. This is especially important when considering the recent 

increases in foreign businesses and investments in Africa, as measures need to be taken to safeguard the 

rights of laborers.  

Task 

 
You are attending a yearly meeting of the Social Development and Labor Committee of the African Union. 

The meeting will take place under the backdrop of increased interest from the international community, 

and, potentially, an influx of development money meant to support the goals of the Social Development 

and Labor Committee and Agenda 2063. Your task is twofold: (1) Identify a minimum of five areas of 

substantial need on the continent that are connected to the issues of education, social mobility, labor and 

laborers rights; and (2) develop three to five short and long term strategies to meet the needs previously 

identified.  

 

The challenge for this committee group is to assess the needs of different peoples across the continent, 

and to develop strategies and solutions to meet these needs on a continental scale. This committee has a 

                                                           
1 Brookings: Figures of the Week: Africa’s Growing Youth Population and Human Capital Investments 

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/africa-in-focus/2018/09/20/figures-of-the-week-africas-growing-youth-population-and-human-capital-investments/
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wide scope, and should consider its role in promoting fair labor laws, social equality and workforce 

development. Likewise, the committee should promote quality primary education, especially for 

historically disadvantaged populations throughout the continent.  

 

Key questions to consider from the perspective of your assigned country and region 
 

1. What policies encourage strong primary education for all Africans? How can individual nations 

meet these expectations? 

2. Are there any examples of best practices or lessons learned from either your assigned country or 

another African country? 

3. What are the top sectors of employment in your assigned country or region?  Are people granted 

a living wage? Why or why not? 

4. How does international investment help or hinder social development and labor for Africans? 

5. What areas of the broader African economy demand labor regulations? How do poor labor 

regulations affect the health of a workforce? 

6. How does a community grow out of poverty? What can a national government do to help 

communities lift out of poverty? 

7. What is child labor and is it an issue in your assigned country or region?  If so, how and why can it 

be stopped or reduced? 

8. How can Africa’s youthful population be used to its benefit? What are some challenges for young 

people in terms of labor? Are there any policies that could help reverse these challenges? 

9. What is social mobility and how does it interact with issues around poverty? How does education 

impact social mobility? 

 

Helpful Resources 

 Social Development 

o OECD: “A Broken Social Elevator? How to Promote Social Mobility” (2018) 

o World Economic Forum: “3 steps to fix education in Africa” (2015) 

o Brookings: “Figures of the week: Africa, education, and the 2018 World Development 

Report” (2017) 

o World Bank: “Social Inclusion in Africa” (2017) 

 

 Labor 

o World Bank: Increasing Job Opportunities for Young People in Africa (2014) 

o The Rockefeller Foundation: Digital Jobs Africa (2013) 

o International Labour Organization: “Labour standards in Africa” 

o International Labour Organization: Child Labour in Africa 

o Bureau of International Labor Affairs: Sub-Saharan Africa Regional Labor Profile (2017) 

https://www.oecd.org/social/soc/Social-mobility-2018-Overview-MainFindings.pdf
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2015/06/3-steps-to-fix-education-in-africa/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/africa-in-focus/2017/10/06/figures-of-the-week-africa-education-world-development-report-2018/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/africa-in-focus/2017/10/06/figures-of-the-week-africa-education-world-development-report-2018/
https://www.worldbank.org/en/region/afr/brief/social-inclusion-in-africa
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xKa1zXms7i0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KJR0c5_85CY
https://www.ilo.org/addisababa/areas-of-work/labour-standards/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/ipec/Regionsandcountries/Africa/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/ilab/resources/reports/child-labor/sub-saharan-africa

