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2018 International Student Summit 
Rising Africa: Finding a Path to a Sustainable and Egalitarian Future 

 

 

SPECIALIZED TECHNICAL COMMITTEE BRIEFING PAPER 
Agriculture and Environment 

 
A strong agricultural sector is critical to sustainable and egalitarian growth on the African continent.  

Advancements in agriculture can move nations toward greater food security, increase positive health 

outcomes and enable inclusive economic growth. Farming is the primary source of food and income for 

millions of Africans, and 60% of all jobs on the continent fall within the sector.1 In addition, the average 

African farm performs at only about 40% of its potential and experts predict that the continent will only 

produce 13% of its food needs by 2050.2 However, many parts of Africa still face agricultural challenges, 

such as low productivity, poor infrastructure, and lack of new technology. Food production can also have 

significant impacts on local, regional and global environments, and modern farming techniques are 

essential to limiting the impacts of food production on the environment. Although Africa does not 

contribute to global warming at the same rate as many other parts of the world, significant attention 

should be paid to sustainable energy programs and policies. 

 

The Specialized Technical Committee on Agriculture and Environment works to facilitate rural 

development, environmental sustainability, and climate resilience—all of which are key goals of Agenda 

2063. The committee is particularly dedicated to upholding the 2014 Malabo Declaration, which works to 

end hunger and poverty through inclusive agricultural growth.  

 

Task 

 

You are attending a yearly meeting of the Agriculture and Environmental Committee of the African Union. 

The meeting will take place under the backdrop of increased interest from the international community, 

and potentially, an influx of development money meant to support the goals of the Agriculture and 

Environment Committee and Agenda 2063. Your task is twofold: (1) identify a minimum of five areas of 

substantial need on the continent that are connected to the issues of agriculture, hunger and the 

environment; and (2) develop three to five short and long term strategies to meet the needs previously 

identified.  

 

The challenge for this committee group is to assess the needs of different peoples across the continent, 

and to develop strategies and solutions to meet these needs on a continental scale. This committee has a 

wide scope, and should consider its role in reducing food insecurity and the risks of famine, as well as the 

environmental impacts from agricultural practices.  

                                                           
1 “Foresight Africa 2016: Banking on agriculture for Africa’s future” – Brookings, 2016 
2 “Africa’s Agricultural Potential” – FarmingFirst, 2014 

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/africa-in-focus/2016/01/22/foresight-africa-2016-banking-on-agriculture-for-africas-future/
https://farmingfirst.org/africanag/
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Key questions to consider from the perspective of your assigned country and region 
 

1. What countries and regions are most food secure and which are most food insecure?  

2. What agricultural practices are most effective and which practices should be phased out?  

3. How can development money be used to increase agricultural productivity and decrease the 

number of food insecure people on the continent? 

4. How can African nations work together to combat food insecurity on a continental scale? 

5. How do poor agricultural methods affect environmental sustainability? 

6. What are some adverse effects of poor environmental management? 

7. What policies and practices can the continent come into agreement with in order to limit the 

effects of climate change on the continent?  

8. Are there any other committees (i.e. Monetary and Financial, Trade and Industry, Infrastructure 

and Transportation, Defense and Security, Rights for Women and Children, Social Development 

and Labor) whose area of specialization could help with drafting your committee proposal? 

 

Helpful Resources 

 

 Agriculture 

o Farming First: Africa’s Agricultural Potential – Infographic (2014) 

o Brookings: Banking on Agriculture as Africa’s Future (2016) 

o NEPAD: Comprehensive African Agriculture Development Program (2018) 

o Africa Center: Africa’s Unresolved Conflicts a Key Driver of Food Insecurity - Infographic 

(2018) 

 

 Environment 

o The Story of the Great Green Wall – YouTube Video 

o The World Bank: Tackling Urgent Climate Challenges (2015) 

o The United Nations: Topics on the Environment in Africa 

https://farmingfirst.org/africanag/
https://farmingfirst.org/africanag/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/africa-in-focus/2016/01/22/foresight-africa-2016-banking-on-agriculture-for-africas-future/
http://www.nepad.org/caadp/overview
https://africacenter.org/spotlight/africas-unresolved-conflicts-a-key-driver-of-food-insecurity/
https://africacenter.org/spotlight/africas-unresolved-conflicts-a-key-driver-of-food-insecurity/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kmgrwW5fQ5E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kmgrwW5fQ5E
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2015/11/24/world-bank-group-unveils-16-billion-africa-climate-business-plan-to-tackle-urgent-climate-challenges
https://www.unenvironment.org/regions/africa

