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SPECIALIZED TECHNICAL COMMITTEE BRIEFING PAPER 
Defense and Security 

 
One of the key aspirations of Agenda 2063 is ensuring peace and security on the African continent. A 

region free from war and conflict can focus itself on prosperity, development and growth for all sectors 

of society. In order to stimulate social and economic development in a region, it must first be stable and 

secure. Thus, the Specialized Technical Committee on Defense and Security works to create continent-

wide security programs and processes to limit the spread of violent terrorist organizations and non-state 

military groups. In particular, the committee assesses and enhances the African Peace and Security 

Architecture (APSA) of the African Union. The functions of the APSA vary from early warning and conflict 

prevention to humanitarian action and disaster management. One of the key instruments of the APSA is 

the African Standby Force (ASF), described as “an international, continental, multidisciplinary 

peacekeeping force that…is deployed to respond to African crises and conflicts.”  

 

In addition, the African Union and its member states work with the international community around issues 

of both security and anti-terrorism. Despite the fact that the continent faces key security challenges such 

as terrorism, violent extremism, ongoing wars, and drug trafficking, Africa is the region with the smallest 

military expenditure globally, allocating $39.2 billion (USD) in 2016 for its more than 1.2 billion 

population.1  Most recently, the African Union has created a peace fund aimed to promote peace and 

security on the continent.  The fund has a starting annual budget of around $100 million (USD), but only 

42 (out of 54) African Union member states have contributed $60 million (USD) to the peace fund so far.2 

Task 

 
You are attending a yearly meeting of the Committee on Defense and Security within the African Union. 

The meeting will take place under the backdrop of increased interest from the international community 

and, potentially, an influx of development money meant to support the goals of the Committee and 

Agenda 2063 at large. Your task is twofold: (1) Identify a minimum of five areas of substantial need on the 

continent that are connected to the issues of defense, security and counter-terrorism; and (2) develop 

two to three short and long term strategies to meet the needs previously identified.  

 

The challenge for this committee group is to assess the needs of different peoples across the continent, 

and develop strategies and solutions to meet these needs on a continental scale. National sovereignty is 

an important aspect of continental defense and security, and should be remain a primary concern to this 

committee. 

                                                           
1 Quartz Africa: The Key to Stabilizing Africa’s Future is Financing its Own Security Agenda 
2 Khmer Times: African Union Launches Fund to Foster Peace and Security 

https://qz.com/africa/1258966/the-key-to-stabilizing-africas-future-is-financing-its-own-security-agenda/
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/551990/african-union-launches-fund-to-foster-peace-and-security/
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Key questions to consider from the perspective of your assigned country and region 
 

1. What countries and/or regions have the greatest issues around peace, security and terrorism? 

2. What programs, institutions or policies are already in effect on the continent around this topic? 

3. How can development money best be used to increase security on the continent for the most 

people? 

4. Often, conflict emerges when basic human needs like access to food or clean water are not met. 

How can this committee work with the other committees (i.e. Agriculture and Environment, 

Monetary and Financial Affairs, Trade and Industry, Infrastructure and Transportation, Rights for 

Women and Children, Social Development and Labor) to limit the potential for conflict? 

5. Has your assigned country contributed to the African Union’s peace fund? Why or why not? How 

can member states be convinced to increase their commitments? 

6. What members of the international community are involved in security issues on the continent? 

7. How do your proposals affect national sovereignty? Will these proposals be accepted by all 

nations on the continent? 

 

Helpful Resources 

 Defense & Security 

o What is holding the African Standby Force Back? (article) 

o Africa Center: Term Limits for African Leaders Linked to Stability 

o Africa Center: Africa’s Active Militant Islamist Groups 

o Council on Foreign Relations: Global Conflict Tracker 

o Institute for Security Studies: Conflict Tracker 

o Brookings: Africa Security Initiative  

o Africa Center for Strategic Studies: Security Topics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://issafrica.org/pscreport/on-the-agenda/what-is-holding-the-african-standby-force-back
https://africacenter.org/spotlight/term-limits-for-african-leaders-linked-to-stability/
https://africacenter.org/spotlight/militant-islamist-group-activity-sahel-rises/
https://www.cfr.org/interactives/global-conflict-tracker#!/
https://issafrica.org/pscreport/conflict-tracker
https://www.brookings.edu/project/africa-security-initiative/
https://africacenter.org/security-topics/
https://africacenter.org/security-topics/

