
PROGRAM  
INFORMATION

Tuesday, December 11
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

The Fox School of Business at 
Temple University
Alter Hall - 1801 Liacouras Walk
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Registration Deadline
Friday, October 26, 2018

For more information, please con-
tact Associate Director of Student 
Programs, Eric Bumbaca by email at 
ebumbaca@wacphila.org or by 
telephone 215-561-4700 ext. 216

Africa is a continent rich with many cultures, languages, natural 
resources and a growing workforce. Yet, many of Africa’s 54 countries 
are under-developed and have some of the world’s weakest economies. 
Many of the world’s most highly developed countries have chosen to 
invest significant monetary and human resources in the continent, 
with the hopes of both increasing prosperity as well as securing crucial 
access to raw materials and emerging markets. How host nations 
choose to spend development money can have a significant immediate 
effect on local populations, as well as drastic long-term effects. 

For decades, Africa has been labeled as a continent brimming with 
economic growth and potential. Yet, all too often, the development of 
many African countries is suppressed by the policies and politics of 
unstable democracies, autocratic regimes, and the shifting interests of 
global powers. How can African countries commit to sustainable and 
egalitarian growth for their citizens? What policies can each nation commit 
to in order to create prosperity on both a regional and continental scale?

The 2018 International Student Summit will simulate a meeting of the 
African Union with a specific focus on how to ensure egalitarian and 
sustainable growth for the citizens of each nation. This meeting will take place 
under the pretense of an increase in development aid from China, and will 
force participants to face the specter of modern and historical colonialism 
as well as definitions of equality and fairness in a burgeoning economy. 

Students will represent both a country within the African Union, as 
well as a committee group tasked with ensuring equity in the face of 
massive economic potential. Students will debate topical issues within 
their committee groups and will create a series of proposals that ensure 
equality in the fields of health, workers’ rights, environmental stability, 
and gender equality, among others. The goal of the simulation is to 
create a series of proposals, targets, and achievable metrics that each 
country within the African Union can agree upon as a means to ensure 
long-term growth on the African continent for its 1.2 billion people. 
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