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SPECIALIZED TECHNICAL COMMITTEE BRIEFING PAPER 
Infrastructure and Transportation 

 
Strong infrastructure systems are key to the economic, social and technological development of African 

nations. The term infrastructure is broad and covers anything from transportation systems like highways 

and airports, to basic needs such as the pipes and electrical lines that deliver clean water and electricity. 

Poor infrastructure can severely affect a country or region’s development—partly because it is very 

difficult to attract new businesses and international investment. Moreover, it severely restricts intra-

African trade and costs governments billions of dollars in lost productivity. Infrastructure projects are 

often large and can take years of construction before the project is finalized. Developing nations often 

rely heavily on international development money or international loans to secure the funds necessary to 

complete these projects. Improvements in this sector can increase trade, attract investors, stimulate 

growth and impact health outcomes like food security and access to clean water.  Thus, establishing 

“world class” infrastructure across Africa is one of the key goals of Agenda 2063.   

 

In 2016, the African Union introduced the idea of a single passport to make travel easier for Africans.  

Currently Africans are required to have visas for over half of the countries on the continent. Only 13 

African countries allow other Africans to enter without a visa or grant visas upon arrival. In contrast, 

Americans can travel to 20 African countries without visas or with visas on arrival.1  This presents a very 

interesting challenge for this committee to discuss. 

 

The Specialized Technical Committee on Infrastructure and Transportation works to establish continental 

policies, regulations, and development strategies regarding infrastructure and transportation in Africa. 

One of their main functions is to find ways to finance infrastructure development on the continent, 

particularly through private sector investments and public-private partnerships. Additionally, the 

committee acts as a coordinating body between nations to ensure that infrastructure projects in each 

country act as complements to each other.  

 
Task 
 
You are attending a yearly meeting of the Committee on Infrastructure and Transportation within the 

African Union. The meeting will take place under the backdrop of increased interest from the international 

community, and potentially, an influx of development money meant to support the goals of the 

                                                           

1 Quartz Africa (2016): The African Union is introducing a single passport to make travel on the continent easier for Africans 

 

https://qz.com/africa/710334/africa-is-introducing-a-single-passport-to-make-travel-on-the-continent-easier-for-africans/
https://qz.com/africa/710334/africa-is-introducing-a-single-passport-to-make-travel-on-the-continent-easier-for-africans/
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Committee and Agenda 2063 at large. Your task is twofold: (1) Identify a minimum of five areas of 

substantial need on the continent that are connected to the issues of infrastructure and transportation; 

and (2) develop two to three short and long term strategies to meet the needs previously identified.  

 

The challenge for this committee group is to assess the needs of different peoples across the continent, 

and develop egalitarian strategies and solutions to meet these needs on a continental scale. Each nation 

and region will have significant needs for infrastructure improvements and development, along with 

differing visa and travel policies so prioritizing certain needs over others will be an important, and perhaps 

controversial aspect of this committee. 

 

Key questions to consider from the perspective of your assigned country and region 
 

1. What countries and/or regions in Africa have the greatest need for infrastructure development? 

2. What are some infrastructure projects that have been recently completed or are under 

construction? What issues do these projects attempt to solve? 

3. What are the visa regulations for Africans travelling to your assigned country? Can/should these 

policies be changed? Is the idea of an African passport something that can be achieved by 2063? 

4. What are some challenges and best practices to consider with regard to infrastructure and 

transportation projects? Consider using member states as case studies. 

5. What are some major areas of need for infrastructure projects (i.e. clean water, highway systems 

to transport goods, airports, conventional or clean energy power plants)? 

6. How are international ethical/standards guaranteed? 

7. How can this committee work with the other committees (i.e. Agriculture and Environment, 

Monetary and Financial Affairs, Trade and Industry, Defense and Security, Rights for Women and 

Children, Social Development and Labor) or countries to help meet the Infrastructure and 

Transportation committee’s goals and objectives? 

8. How can you ensure that a certain project provides egalitarian growth for all members of society? 

Helpful Resources 

 Infrastructure 

o World Bank: Global Logistics Ranking (2018)  

o Forbes: “A New Start for African Infrastructure Development?” (2018)  

o World Economic Forum: “3 ways to improve Africa’s infrastructure” (2014)  

 Transportation 

o QuartzAfrica: The African Union is Introducing a Single Passport to Make Travel Easier 

for All Africans (2016) 

o AfricaNews: Pan-African Passport Will Boost Air Travel by 24% (2016) 

o Medium: “The African commute: city transport trends” (2018)  

o World Bank: “Africa is paving the way to a climate-resilient future” (2017)  

o UNCTAD: “Maritime Transport In Africa: Challenges, Opportunities, and an Agenda for 

Future Research” (2018)  

https://lpi.worldbank.org/international/global?order=Infrastructure&sort=asc
https://lpi.worldbank.org/international/global?order=Infrastructure&sort=asc
https://www.forbes.com/sites/cherryreynard/2018/07/31/a-new-start-for-african-infrastructure-development/#65600124232d
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2014/10/3-ways-improve-africas-infrastructure/
https://qz.com/africa/710334/africa-is-introducing-a-single-passport-to-make-travel-on-the-continent-easier-for-africans/
https://qz.com/africa/710334/africa-is-introducing-a-single-passport-to-make-travel-on-the-continent-easier-for-africans/
https://medium.com/impact-engineered/the-african-commute-city-transport-trends-cf369e5106bd
http://blogs.worldbank.org/transport/category/regions/africa
https://unctad.org/meetings/en/Contribution/dtltlbts-AhEM2018d1_Kahyarara_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/meetings/en/Contribution/dtltlbts-AhEM2018d1_Kahyarara_en.pdf

