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The topic background guides used in our 2009 Model United Nations program were written and published by the United 
Nations Association of the United States of America. The World Affairs Council of Philadelphia gratefully acknowledges the 
generous support of the UNA -USA in granting the Council permission to reproduce these guides for use in the Council’s 2009 
Model UN program. 
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2010 MODEL UNITED NATIONS 
 

 
 

Registration Checklist! 
 

ALL FORMS ARE DUE FRIDAY, JANUARY 22, 2010 

 

 
□ 2010 Model United Nations Registration Form  
 
□ General Assembly “Big Five” Countries Registration Form  
 
□ Student Leader Recommendation Form 
  
□ RSVP to Faculty Workshop (e- mail Alison Reis, areis@wacphila.org) 
 

 

 
Contact Kayla Haidara at 215-561-4700, x216 or khaidara@wacphila.org with any questions regarding 
the registration materials or completing the forms.   
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December 28, 2009 

 
Dear Faculty Sponsor: 
 
I am pleased to announce the World Affairs Council of Philadelphia’s 2010 Model United Nations conference to be 
held on Tuesday, March 9, 2010, at Temple University’s Fox Business School.  The World Affairs Council’s 
Model United Nations is one of the longest running Model UN programs in the country, simulating committee 
sessions of various U.N. bodies.  The program is open to all high school students in the Greater Philadelphia area, 
including New Jersey and Delaware.   
 
Goals for students participating in the Council’s Model U.N. include the following:  

• Developing an understanding of the United Nations and the complexities of working in an international 
system of laws, rules and policies 

• Expanding their knowledge of global issues, trends and conflicts 

• Increasing their understanding and respect for the values of different political, cultural and religious views 

• Engaging with a diverse group of students in challenging discussions on matters of international political, 
economic, social and environmental importance 

• Enhancing their leadership and advocacy skills by honing techniques in diplomacy, public speaking, 
negotiation and debate 

 
This year, the World Affairs Council of Philadelphia will again use the publication, Model United Nations: A 
Handbook for High School Students.  This handbook, designed and developed specifically for the World Affairs 
Council’s Model U.N. program, contains sections for student delegates, student leaders, faculty sponsors, as well as 
a Model U.N. workbook. It will serve as an invaluable tool in preparing both you and your students for a successful 
Model U.N. experience.  This handbook will be available in PDF form on the Council’s website: 
www.wacphila.org/education.  
 
Delegates:  At the Model U.N. conference, students portray country delegates and debate international issues, 
learning the practice of diplomacy.  In order to be fully engaged on the day of the conference, participants will 
research the country they represent, their committee topic and the purpose and function of the United Nations 
beforehand.  Students will also write position papers, an exercise that will aid in preparing resolutions that will be 
debated on the day of the simulation. Finally, students get the chance to negotiate in and among blocs, caucus to 
write amendments and use parliamentary procedure during the Model U.N. simulation.   
 
Student Leaders:  The Council’s Model U.N. program is led by 16 student leaders: the Secretary General, 
President of the General Assembly, committee chairs (7), and committee rapporteurs (7). To be selected as a leader, 
a student must meet the following criteria: satisfactorily complete a selection interview, possess a working 
knowledge of the roles of all Model U.N. participants (enclosed) and have submitted a Student Recommendation 
form prior to interviews (enclosed). Previous Model U.N. or similar simulation experience is recommended but not 
required for these positions. The Council will hold student leader selection interviews at the Council’s office on 
January 28 and January 29, 2010. 
 
Country Assignments:  Most countries will be assigned on a first-come, first-served basis.  To register for a 
country, fill out the enclosed Model U.N. Registration form and list your country requests in order of preference, 
including some alternate choices should those countries be unavailable. Return the registration form to the Council 
by Friday, January 22, 2010. Schools will be assigned up to three countries, and each country’s delegation is 
made up of three students.  Each student in that delegation will be assigned to one of three committees. “Big Five 
countries” (U.S., U.K., China, France, and Russia) are assigned to all seven committees.  To represent one of the 
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“Big Five” countries, a one-page essay must be submitted to the Council by Friday, January 22, 2010 (see 
enclosed instructions) along with your application.  Note: The earlier your application is received, the more likely 
you are to be assigned the country delegation(s) of your choice. 
 
In order to facilitate student preparation, Model U.N. Preparatory sessions (for student leaders only) will be 
held on Thursday, February 4, February 18 and March 4, at the Council headquarters. All student leaders are 
expected to attend. 
 
Schedule of Model UN- Tuesday, March 9, 2010 
 

8:10 – 8:30 a.m.  Registration 
8:30 – 9:15 a.m.  Opening Plenary Session 
9:30 – 11:30 a.m. Morning Committee Sessions 
11:30 – 12:15 p.m. Recess for Lunch* 
12:15 – 1:45 p.m. Afternoon Committee Sessions 
1:45 – 2:30 p.m. Committee Reports 
2:30 – 3:15 p.m. Guest Speaker 
3:15 p.m.  Adjournment 
 

Please plan accordingly when arranging transportation so that you arrive by 8:10 a.m. to register and 
participate in the Opening Plenary Session and remain until the 3:15 p.m. adjournment.   
 
*Please instruct your students to bring lunch on the day of the conference.   
 

To apply for the Model U.N. program, complete the enclosed forms and mail or fax them to the Council by 
Friday, January 22, 2010. 
 
If you have any questions, please call Kayla Haidara at 215-561-4700, ext. 216, or e-mail, khaidara@wacphila.org. 
We are looking forward to your school’s participation in our 58th annual Model United Nations program for high 
schools.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Alison Reis  
Director of Student Programs 
 
Enclosures 
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2010 Model United Nations Conference 
Committees and Topics before the 64

th
 session of the General Assembly 

 
Seven topics will be debated at the 2010 Model United Nations. Each of these topics has been discussed by the 
United Nations bodies in the current year or in recent years. Below is a list of the seven committee topics and the 
respective U.N. committee that will address the topic in the simulation. 
 
We will provide background guides for each topic on our website www.wacphila.org. The topic background guides 
were written and published by the United Nations Association of the United States of America. The World Affairs 
Council of Philadelphia gratefully acknowledges the generous support of the UNA-USA in granting the Council 
permission to reproduce these guides for use in the Council’s 2010 Model UN program. 
 
Additionally, students are encouraged to research topics and country positions at the U.N.’s web site, 
http://www.un.org. From there, use the links and search engines to conduct research on the topics.   
 
 

U.N. Body 
 

Committee Committee Topics 

Disarmament and International 
Security  

The Illicit Trade of Small Arms and 
Light Weapons 
 

General Assembly 

Social, Humanitarian and Cultural 
Committee 

Myanmar 

Commission on the Status of Women Violence Against Women 

The United Nations Human Rights 
Council (UNHRC) 

Right to Primary Education 

World Bank Board of Executive 
Directors 

Microcredit  

World Health Organization (WHO) Medical Tourism and the Illicit 
Trafficking of Human Organs 
 

 
Economic and Social 
Council (ECOSOC)  

International Atomic Energy Agency Preventing Nuclear Terrorism  
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2010 MODEL UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE 
Important Dates 

 
Friday, January 22, 2010                                  Deadline for Submitting Registration Forms 
 

Thursday, January 7, 2010 
              4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
 World Affairs Council Office 
 One South Broad Street- 2 Mezz 
             Philadelphia, PA 19107 

Model U.N. Faculty Sponsors Workshop 
Preparing teachers and students for the Model 
U.N. 
       

 
Thursday, January 28, 2010 &     Student Leader Selection Interviews  

Friday, January 29, 2010 
 3:30 – 5:00 p.m. 
 World Affairs Council Office 
 One South Broad Street - 2 Mezz 
 
Thursday, February 4, 2010     Student Leader Preparation Session 

3:30 – 5:00 p.m.  Mandatory for all leaders – roles, duties and 
World Affairs Council Office                                                  responsibilities 
One South Broad Street - 2 Mezz       
 

Thursday, February 18, 2010                                                       Student Leader Preparation Session   
3:30 – 5:00 p.m.  Mandatory for all leaders  
World Affairs Council Office                                                 
One South Broad Street - 2 Mezz      

                 
Monday, February 15, 2010 Deadline for Submitting Resolutions to 

khaidara@wacphila.org or fax: 215-561-5660 
 
Thursday, March 4, 2010 Student Leader Preparation Session 

3:30 - 5:00 p.m.      Mandatory for all leaders 
World Affairs Council Office                                               

             One South Broad Street - 2 Mezz. 
 

Monday, March 9, 2010      Model United Nations Conference 
8:10 – 3:15 p.m. 
Temple University 
Fox School of Business 
1801 Liacouras Walk 
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2010 Model United Nations 
Registration Information 

 
Registration Deadline:  Friday, January 22, 2010 

 
MODEL UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE 
 
Date:   Tuesday, March 9, 2010 
 
Time:   8:10 a.m. to 3:15 p.m. 

Place:   Fox School of Business, Temple University   

Cost:   $180.00 -- Registration and first delegation 
   $240.00 -- “Big Five” delegation 
   $120.00 -- Additional delegations 

 
Reminder: Schools will be assigned up to three countries in the U.N. General Assembly.  Each 
country is made up of three student delegates. Each student in that delegation will serve on a different 
committee.  If you are representing a “Big Five” Nation (U.S., China, France, Russian Federation, U.K.), 
seven students must be selected to represent that country.  Each of these students will represent their 
country on one of the seven committees.  
 

*NOTE: In the event that our committees do not reach capacity, we may be able to assign schools 
additional countries. Indicate your interest in this option by stating the total number of countries you 
would like to represent.    
 
BILLING INFORMATION:  
 
Upon receipt of school registration forms and subsequent determination of assignments, we will 
send you an invoice. Please remit all payments to Kayla Haidara at World Affairs Council of 
Philadelphia, One South Broad St., Suite 2M, Philadelphia, PA 19107.   
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One South Broad Street, Suite 2M, Philadelphia, PA 19107 
Phone: 215-561-4700       Fax: 215-561-5660 

 

2010 Model United Nations Registration Form 
 
Instructions 
 

• All schools must complete this registration form to participate in the Model U.N. program.  The earlier your reply is 
received, the more likely you are to be assigned the country delegation(s) of your choice.   

 

• An additional form is enclosed if you wish to represent a “Big Five” country in the General Assembly. 

• All replies must be received no later than Friday, January 22, 2010. 

 
Please print 
 
School:  ________________________________________ Faculty Sponsor: ____________________________________ 
 
Email: __________________________________                  Phone Number: ____________________________________ 
 

 

Number of students attending student leader selection interviews (if applicable):  ________  (Limited to four students per 
school)  
PLEASE CIRCLE DATE THAT STUDENTS WILL BE ATTENDING INTERVIEWS 
 

NAME 
____________________   Thursday 1/28 or Friday 1/29    ____________________    Thursday 1/28 or Friday 1/29     
____________________   Thursday 1/28 or Friday 1/29    ____________________   Thursday 1/28 or Friday 1/29           
 

 

 

COUNTRY PREFERENCE:  General Assembly – Write your choices below in order of preference. Keep in mind that 
each school will be assigned up to three country delegations.  In the event that our maximum is not reached, we may be able to 
assign schools additional countries. Please indicate your interest in this option by stating the total number of country 
delegations you would like to represent.  Keep in mind that each country delegation will be represented by three students.  
 
Total number of General Assembly country delegations your school would like to send: _________ 

 
*List the countries your school would like to represent: 
 
1.    __________________________________ 
 
2. _________________________________ 
 
3. _________________________________ 
 
4. _________________________________ 
 
5. _________________________________ 

 
6. _________________________________ 
 
7. _________________________________ 
 
8. _________________________________ 
 
9. _________________________________ 
 
10. _________________________________ 

 
 
______ We will be bringing one student journalist (check if applicable) 
 
*Please note: we are asking teachers to follow up with the specific names and email addresses of all students 
participating in the Model United Nations by Monday, February 1.   
     

YOUR SCHOOL WILL BE INVOICED AFTER WE RECEIVE ALL REGISTRATION FORMS.   
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192 Member States of the United Nations  

.   
African States 

 
 
Algeria  
Angola  
Benin  
Botswana  
Burkina Faso  
Burundi  
Cameroon  
Cape Verde  
Central African 

Republic  
Chad  
Comoros  
Congo  
Cote d'Ivoire  
Dem Rep of the Congo  
Djibouti  
Egypt  
Equatorial Guinea  
Eritrea  
Ethiopia  
Gabon  
Gambia  
Ghana  
Guinea  
Guinea Bissau  
Kenya 
Lesotho  
Liberia  
Libyan Arab 

Jamahiriya  
Madagascar  
Malawi  
Mali  
Mauritania  
Mauritius  
Morocco  
Mozambique  
Namibia  
Niger  
Nigeria  
Rwanda  
Sao Tome & Principe 
Senegal  
Seychelles  
Sierra Leone  
Somalia  
South Africa  
Sudan  
Swaziland  
Togo  
Tunisia  
Uganda  
United Republic of 

Tanzania 
Zambia  
Zimbabwe  

Asian States 
 
 
Afghanistan  
Bahrain  
Bangladesh  
Bhutan  
Brunei Darussalam 
Cambodia  
China*  
Cyprus  
DPR Korea  
Fiji  
India 
Indonesia 
Iran (Islamic Rep of)  
Iraq  
Japan 
Jordan  
Kiribati 
Kuwait  
Lao People's 

Democratic Republic  
Lebanon  
Malaysia  
Maldives  
Marshall Islands  
Micronesia  
Mongolia  
Myanmar  
Nauru 
Nepal  
Oman  
Pakistan  
Palau  
Papua New Guinea  
Philippines  
Qatar  
Republic of Korea  
Samoa  
Saudi Arabia  
Singapore  
Solomon Islands  
Sri Lanka  
Syrian Arab Republic  
Thailand  
Timor-Leste 
Tonga 
Tuvalu 
United Arab Emirates  
Vanuatu  
Viet Nam  
Yemen  
 

Eastern European 
States 

 
Albania  
Armenia  
Azerbaijan  
Belarus  
Bosnia & Herzegovina  
Bulgaria  
Croatia  
Czech Republic  
Estonia  
Georgia 
Hungary  
Kazakhstan  
Kyrgyzstan  
Latvia  
Lithuania  
Montenegro 
Poland 
Republic of Moldova  
Romania  
Russian Federation*  
Serbia 
Slovakia  
Slovenia 
Tajikistan  
The former Yugoslav 

Rep of Macedonia  
Turkmenistan  
Ukraine  
Uzbekistan  
 
 
 

Latin American States 
 
 
Antigua and Barbuda  
Argentina 
Bahamas  
Barbados  
Belize  
Bolivia  
Brazil 
Chile  
Colombia  
Costa Rica  
Cuba  
Dominica  
Dominican Republic  
Ecuador  
El Salvador  
Grenada  
Guatemala  
Guyana  
Haiti  
Honduras  
Jamaica  
Mexico  
Nicaragua  
Panama  
Paraguay 
Peru  
Saint Kitts and Nevis 
Saint Lucia  
Saint Vincent & 

Grenadines  
Suriname  
Trinidad and Tobago  
Uruguay  
Venezuela  
 
 

Western European & 
Other Countries 

 
Andorra  
Australia  
Austria  
Belgium  
Canada  
Denmark  
Finland  
France*  
Germany  
Greece  
Iceland  
Ireland  
Israel 
Italy  
Liechtenstein  
Luxembourg  
Malta  
Monaco  
Netherlands  
New Zealand  
Norway  
Portugal 
San Marino  
Spain  
Sweden  
Switzerland 
Turkey  
United Kingdom and   
      Northern Ireland*  
United States of    
      America*  
 

*Schools must apply to represent a “Big Five” Country in the General Assembly.   See enclosed instructions. 
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2010 Model United Nations 
 

General Assembly “Big Five” Countries 
 

REGISTRATION FORM 
 

Representing one of the “Big Five” countries (U.S., U.K., China, France, or Russia) is an important responsibility.  
These countries typically serve a critical role in formulating or approving U.N. actions on a wide range of issues.  
For this reason, the “Big Five” countries are represented in every General Assembly committee at the Council’s 
Model U.N. program, and participating schools must send a delegation of seven students (compared to three 
students for other countries).  Each of these students must be well prepared to take a leadership role in 
presenting ideas, negotiating differences and problem solving.   
 
Schools wishing to represent a “Big Five” nation must complete a three-step process:  
 
1. Identify the “Big Five” country your school would like to represent.   
 
2.  Submit a one-page essay, written by a student or students, explaining that country’s priorities for the United 
Nations in the 2009 -10 session.  Please be sure to provide context with your country’s U.N. agenda, detailing any 
internal and/or external factors that may have shaped this agenda. The homepage of the country’s permanent 
mission to the U.N. can be found at www.un.org.  Students should also research the formal statement made by the 
country’s leader to the General Assembly during the opening session in mid-September, 2009.   
 

� Applications are due by Friday, January 22, 2010 
� Include your school name on the essay. 
� Limit your essay to one page. 
 

 
Below, write the names of the seven students who are committed to representing the country at the Model United 
Nations on March 9.  These students have a special obligation to prepare and accurately represent their country’s 
positions at the Model U.N. conference, as delegates from other countries will look to them for leadership.   

 
NAME OF SCHOOL: ___________________________________________________ 
 
“BIG FIVE” COUNTRY CHOICE: __________________________________________ 
 
STUDENTS (the names and email addresses of each student representing a big five country is required): 
 
_________________________________ 
 
_________________________________ 
 
_________________________________ 
 
_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 
 
_________________________________ 
 
_________________________________ 
 
 

 

Submit your application to Kayla Haidara via e-mail, khaidara@wacphila.org, or via fax, 215-561-5660.   
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2010 Model United Nations 
Student Leader Information Sheet 

 
 
A total of 16 students are assigned to leadership roles in the Model U.N.  These roles include: 
  

� Secretary General of the U.N. 
� President of the General Assembly  
� Chairs - seven concurrent U.N. committee sessions 
� Rapporteurs - seven concurrent U.N. committee sessions 

 
These positions are designated as leadership roles and they are essential to the success of the Model U.N.  
A student desiring one of these positions is required to attend a selection interview (approximately 20 
minutes).  During the interview, candidates should demonstrate the following knowledge and experiences: 
 

� Strong skills in leadership and diplomacy 
� Experience in conducting meetings 
� General knowledge of international affairs 
� Familiarity with the United Nations 
� Experience with Model U.N. or similar simulation programs preferred, but not required 

 
The success of this program centers upon the commitment and dependability of the student leaders.  If 
selected to be a leader, students are required to attend three student leader preparation sessions at 
the World Affairs Council (February 4, February 18, and March 4).  As a faculty sponsor, we ask 
you to discuss these requirements with interested students prior to submitting the registration form. 
 

This form is to be mailed or faxed prior to the interview.  Students will not be interviewed without 
the registration/recommendation form on file.   
 
Each school may send a maximum of four students to the interviews. Teachers are asked to notify 
us if there is a change in a student’s interview date.   
 
 
The dates for the tryouts are: 

Thursday, January 28, 2010 
    Friday, January 29, 2010 

 
3:30 – 5 p.m. at the World Affairs Council of Philadelphia 

One South Broad Street, Suite 2M 
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2010 Model United Nations 

Duties of Participants 

 
  

1. Secretary-General 
a)   Delivers the keynote student address during the opening plenary session 
b)   Is familiar with all committee topics and the rules of parliamentary procedure 
c)   Oversees four committees throughout the day 
d) Serves as a resource person for World Affairs Council of Philadelphia staff 

during committee session 
e) Is prepared to assume a committee chairmanship in the event of an absence or 

emergency 
f) Participates in the student leader preparation sessions and maintains contact 

with Council staff 

 
2. President of the General Assembly 

a) Takes roll call of member nations 
b) Calls the morning plenary session to order, chairs the meeting, gives brief 

welcoming address to delegates, conducts afternoon committee reporting 
proceedings and closes the plenary session 

c) Is familiar with all committee topics and the rules of parliamentary procedure   
d) Oversees four committees throughout the day 
e) Serves as a resource person for World Affairs Council of Philadelphia staff 

during committee sessions 
f) Is prepared to assume a committee chair role in the event of an absence or 

emergency 
g) Participates in the student leader preparation sessions and maintains contact 

with Council staff 
 

3. Rapporteur of the General Assembly 
a) Is familiar with all committee topics and the rules of parliamentary procedure 
b) Serves as a resource person for World Affairs Council of Philadelphia staff 

during committee sessions 
c) Is prepared to serve as a committee rapporteur in the event of an absence or 

emergency 
d) Participates in the student leader preparation sessions and maintains contact 

with Council staff 

 
4. Committee Chair 

a) Manages the committee session 
b) Is thoroughly familiar with topic of discussion and understands how various 

countries approach the topic 
c) Prepares and delivers committee report for closing plenary session 
d) Is thoroughly familiar with basic rules of parliamentary procedure and can 

apply them in the committee meeting 
e) Participates in the student leader preparation sessions and maintains contact 

with Council staff 
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f) Following the student leader preparation sessions remains in contact with the 
rapporteur while preparing for the committee session. 

 

5. Committee Rapporteur 
a) Assists chair in conducting committee meeting.  (The rapporteur must be 

prepared to run the meeting in the absence of the chair) 
b) Takes roll call of committee delegates 
c) Records votes 
d) Keeps one copy of proposed amendments 
e) Is thoroughly familiar with topic of discussion in committee 
f) Is thoroughly familiar with basic rules of parliamentary procedure 
g) Participates in the student leader preparation sessions and maintains contact 

with Council staff 
g) Following the student leaders preparation sessions, remains in contact with the 

chair while preparing for the committee session 

 
6. Country Delegate 

a) Researches country and completes Country Profile Worksheet 
b) Studies assigned committee and topic by reading the Background Guide as well 

as conducting independent research 
c) Writes a Position Paper based on research findings 
d) Reviews the purposes, structure and major activities of the United Nations 
e) Participates in the Model U.N. Prep conference 
f) Writes, reviews and analyzes resolutions prior to conference 

 

7. Journalist 
a) Writes article for school newspaper or class assignment about the day’s events and is 

encouraged to bring a camera to take pictures 
b) Sends a copy of the article and photos to the World Affairs Council of Philadelphia for 

posting on the Council’s website 
.
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2010 Model United Nations 

Student Leader Recommendation Form 

 
I am pleased to recommend ______________________________ as a student leader at the 2010 Model 
United Nations.  Below are my comments on the student’s qualifications: 
 
1. Leadership qualities and experience: 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Ability to speak articulately before a group: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Model U.N. and other role-playing experience: 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Commitment, dependability and assurance of attendance at the  Student Leader Preparation Sessions 

on Thursday, February 4, Thursday, February 18, and Thursday, March 4; and the Model United 
Nations conference on Tuesday, March 9. 

 
 
 
 
 
STUDENT WILL ATTEND SELECTION INTERVIEWS AT THE WORLD AFFAIRS COUNCIL OF 
PHILADELPHIA OFFICES ON: (circle one) 
 
Thursday, January 28, 2010                             Friday, January 29, 2010 
 
 
Faculty Sponsor signature _____________________________________________________________ 
 
School: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
This form is to be mailed or faxed to 215-561-5660 in advance of the interviews.   No student will be 
admitted to the interview without this form. 
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2010 Model United Nations Conference 
 

Faculty Sponsors’ Meeting 
 

           January 7, 2010 
4:30 to 6:00 P.M. 

World Affairs Council of Philadelphia Offices 
One South Broad Street, Suite 2M 

Philadelphia, PA 19107 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Benefits of the faculty workshop include: 
 

 
- A discussion about how to prepare your students for the Model United Nations program 
   
- A review of our student preparation packet and Model U.N. Handbook 
 
- Plenty of time for questions and answers 
 
-  Light dinner and refreshments 

 
 
 

Please RSVP by Monday, January 4, via e-mail to Alison Reis, areis@wacphila.org, 
or phone 215-561-4700, ext. 207.  

 


